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Countdown 
to Advent 

COPIES OF ‘THE ADVENT 
CALENDAR’ TO WIN PAGE 13 


Prayers for peace 
this November 

BILL GASSON RECALLS FAITH ON THE FRONTLINE P5 
& BISHOP STEPHEN ARGUES AGAINST TRIDENT P3 


Diocese plans Academy 

Vision for pioneering project is to benefit the whole community 


by Sally Jarman 

AMBITIOUS plans for an excit- 
ing new vision of secondary 
schooling have been set in 
motion by the Diocese of 
Oxford. 

The Board of Education, in 
partnership with Oxfordshire 
Local Authority, has submitted 
an expression of interest to the 
Department for Education and 
Skills (DfES) to open an 
Academy in Oxford. 

The pioneering venture would 
replace Peers Community 
College in Littlemore, which was 
last year placed in special meas- 
ures by Ofsted, and would offer 
tailor-made learning and sup- 
port for pupils, as well as new 
community facilities. 

If final approval is given next 
year, after a detailed feasibility 
study and public consultations, 
the Academy could open its 
doors in 2008, moving into its 
new buildings by 2010. 

Leslie Stephen, Director of 
Education, told the DOOR that 
government go-ahead for the 
Academy would realise the 
board's vision of excellence for 
all in secondary education in the 
diocese, and fulfil its commit- 
ment to address disadvantage 
and increase social cohesion. 

'We are excited by the possi- 


bility of involvement in second- 
ary education in this part of the 
city. Traditionally, Church of 
England Schools were estab- 
lished in the 19th century to 
educate the poor of the parish 
and we believe education today 
should maximise the potential of 
all youngsters. We hope the proj- 
ect will be a boost to the whole 
community.' he said. 

The Academy would offer per- 
sonalised learning programmes 
from entry at Year 7, with a 

'Government go-ahead 
for the Academy would 
realise the board's vision 
for excellence for all in 
secondary education.' 


focus on raising self-esteem, con- 
fidence and leadership skills - 
aided by a specialism in the 
Performing Arts - which impact 
on the ability to learn. 

Vocational courses and place- 
ments are planned to run along- 
side the usual GCSE and A Level 
subjects, tackling the issue of 
truancy and drop-out among 14- 
19 year olds. 

And, surrounding the core 
education of its pupils, the 


Academy also aims to reach 
adults in the community with an 
adult education centre. 

The ambitious new-style cur- 
riculum is possible, said Mr 
Stephen, because of the varied 
support and expertise offered by 
the diocese's other partners in 
the project. These currently 
include both universities in 
Oxford, Oxford and Cherwell 
College, Harrow School and the 
Open University. 

The Academy will be inclusive 
and serve its community. 

Initial major capital invest- 
ment of approximately £25m 
would come from the 
Government to replace most of 
the existing buildings. Once up 
and running the Board of 
Education would be responsible 
for standards. 

The Bishop of Reading, the Rt 
Revd Stephen Cottrell, who 
chairs the Board of Education, 
commented: 'The Church of 
England has a proven track 
record in education over almost 
two centuries, and we welcome 
the opportunity now to explore 
this pioneering venture for the 
21st century.' 

Schools minister ; Andrew 

Adonis, explains his support for 
Academies Page 2 


Stand and deliver! 



Christians around the diocese join call for action against poverty 


FROM the village church in Drayton 
near Banbury to SS Mary and George, 
Sands, in High Wycombe, churchgoers 
across the diocese joined over 23.5 mil- 
lion people worldwide to ‘Stand Up 
Against Poverty’ on 15 and 16 October. 
Early indications were that thousands of 
Christians across Buckinghamshire, 
Berkshire and Oxfordshire participated. 

The initiative was co-ordinated by the 
UN and international campaigning net- 
work, Global Call to Action against 
Poverty [GCAP], to send a clear message 


to political leaders that pressure would 
continue for them to deliver on aid, debt 
cancellation and trade justice, and to 
provide good, accountable governments. 

Tom Allen, one of the co-ordinators 
for the UK campaign, praised churches’ 
vital role in the UK events, saying: 
‘Churches were the backbone of Make 
Poverty History in 2005 and once again 
they rose to the occasion in the 24 Hour 
World Record Stand-Up Attempt.’ 

Pictured above: Abingdon churches 
reported great support for the campaign. 



aJI vour appointments tit 


The Church of England Newspaper Diary 2007 includes Notable 
Dates for the whole year, including important dates in the Church calen- 
dar, a year planner, and even a wine vintage chart. Full colour world 
maps, a national rail network map and a London Underground map 
appear alongside, making it an invaluable resource. In riding green it 
presents the diary in a week-to-view format. At only £3.90 (including 
post and packaging), it makes an ideal diary for the active Christian, 
and it makes an even better gift. 

Why not buy one for yourself and another for a friend? 

To order , fill in your details and send with a cheque or postal order 
made payable to Religious Intelligence Ltd, and we will despatch 
your order in plenty of time for Christmas 








Why Academies Childhood 

will improve our inquiry 

education system welcomed 


by Andrew Adonis, Minister for Schools 


I STRONGLY welcome pre- 
liminary discussions between 
Peers Community School 
and the Diocese of Oxford 
about bringing the benefits 
of the Academy approach to 
the city. 

Our education system is 
improving. Each year, more 
young people are gaining 
good GCSEs and going on to 
6th form or to jobs with seri- 
ous training. Our schools 
are also demonstrating a 
stronger commitment to 
standards, good behaviour 
and social values. 

But there is still far more 
to do. All children deserve an 
excellent education and stan- 
dards in many secondary 
schools - often those serving 
deprived communities - are 
too low. Despite the best 
efforts of heads, teachers and 
parents, the pattern of poor 
results and low aspirations 
persists. Such underachieve- 
ment is unacceptable; radical 
solutions are needed. 

That’s why the 
Government has developed 
Academies - independent 
state schools with the free- 
dom to raise standards 
through innovative 

approaches to management, 


governance, teaching and the 
curriculum. 

Each Academy has a spon- 
sor from the business, faith 
or voluntary sectors, who 
brings strong leadership and 
a relentless focus on high- 
quality teaching and learning 
(as well as some private 
investment). 

Preliminary results this 
year show that the propor- 
tion of pupils in Academies 
gaining five or more good 
GCSEs increased by about 
four times the national aver- 
age. For the 21 reporting 
Academies, average GCSE 
performance is over 50 per 
cent higher than the final 
results of the failing schools 
they replaced. This improve- 
ment has been almost entire- 
ly achieved by pupils who 
previously attended the pred- 
ecessor schools. There has 
been no unfair selection. 

Academies are popular 
with parents - the ultimate 
test of improving schools. 
They also spread their bene- 
fits more widely by support- 
ing the community. This is 
not about creating a league 
of oversubscribed super- 
schools, but improving stan- 
dards across the board. 


THE UKs first inquiry on 
childhood has been welcomed 
by our diocesan children's 
adviser, Jenny Hyson. 

The Good Childhood 
Inquiry has been prompted 
by concerns that childhood 
has changed beyond recogni- 
tion and that, despite 
reforms, we have failed to 
resolve some key issues that 
affect children. 

The Children's Society, 
through Church House, 
Westminster, are asking what 
conditions are needed for a 
good childhood, what obsta- 
cles exist to these conditions, 
and what changes could be 
made to improve childhood. 

Patron of the inquiry is the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr 
Rowan Williams, who says it 
'provides a rare opportunity 
to see the world from a 
child's perspective, to value 
children for who they are and 
to shape a new vision of 
childhood.' 

Jenny Hyson told the 
DOOR: 'We would encourage 
parishes and any individuals 
working with children or pas- 
sionate about children's wel- 
fare, to respond to the 
inquiry on www.goodchild- 
hood.org.uk, or call Valery 
Appadoo on 020 7841 
4422.' 


Simon signs local angels 



Angel is photo courtesy of Nick Ray/ www.nickray.co.uk 

TWO local choristers are poised for fame after being selected 
by pop guru Simon Cowell for a new group called Angelis. 


Amy Dow (ii, far left) from Cholsey, and Natalie Grace Chua 
(13, far right) from Milton Keynes, beat youngsters from dio- 
ceses all over the country when Cowell sent talent scouts out 
to find ‘the best choristers in Britain’. 

The final group of five are now signed up to Sony BMG 
records and their debut single ‘Angels’ will be released in time 
for Christmas. An album has also been recorded. 

Amy, who has just gained her Silver Bishop’s Chorister 
award, is a regular soloist in the church choir of St Mary le 
More Church in Wallingford. Choir leader Sue Ledger is 
delighted for her, she told the DOOR: ‘She’s a born performer.’ 
No stranger to the spotlight - having appeared in the 2004 
West End production of ‘The King and I* - Natalie, too, says 
she is enjoying the experience. 


THANK YOU! says Bishop Mike 

BISHOP Mike Hill has thanked people of the Oxford diocese 
for their prayers, gifts and good wishes since he and his wife 
were involved in a car accident on Sunday 1 October. 

Bishop Mike served in the diocese for more than 20 years 
before becoming Bishop of Bristol in 2003. He suffered a bro- 
ken shoulder and other minor injuries in the accident on the 
M4, but Anthea sustained serious injuries to her left hand and 
neck. She remains in the John Radcliffe Hospital but is now 
out of intensive care and making good progress. 

Using a blog (online diary) to update well-wishers, the 
Bishop writes: ‘Your messages and your encouragement have 
been unbelievable.. .THANK YOU!’ The blog received 35,000 
hits in two weeks. 


New faces 
at Synod 

NEW members of Diocesan 
Synod will be welcomed to 
their first meeting on 
Saturday 18 November at St 
Andrew's Church, High 
Wycombe. 

The majority of members 
are elected by their deaneries 
serving a term of three years. 

High on the list for discus- 
sion at the November meeting 
will be the role of women in 
ordained ministry. 

Members will also hear 
plans for World Church Year 
in 2007 as well as motions 
from private members and 
Deanery Synods. 

Christian art 
on our doorstep 

WITNEY art teacher Aidan 
Meller is to open a gallery in 
the town featuring work of 
Christian and secular artists. 
As founder of Christian arts 
organisation, Veritasse, Aidan 
is well-placed to attract 
Christian artists such as 
Oxford's Tim Steward (whose 
painting features on the front 
of this year's Diocesan Year 
Book). 

He says: 'It is a very exciting 
time for our artists. We are 
already helping them to reach 
people with their work 
through our website and mag- 
azines, but the gallery is so 
much more immediate. 

The Gallery, on Church Green, 
opens on 26 October. 
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ACi DENTURE CENTRE 


DEDICATED TO THE CARE OF 
DENTURE WEARERS 

Established 1984 

We make dentures look like real natural teeth at 
affordable prices on the premises 

• FREE CONSULTATION 

• Sunken features can be supported 
to return to your natural 
appearance 

• Economy dentures for senior citizens 

• Delicate chrome plates 

• Comfortable soft linings 

• Evening appointments 

• For the ultimate life-like dentures 
enquire about our IVOCLAR 
DENTURE SYSTEM 

• Quality Porcelain Teeth 
Available 

• Phone for a free information pack 

DENTURES REPAIRED WHILE YOU WAIT 

We are not Dental Surgeons 


ALL OUR DENTURISTS ARE QUALIFIED BY 
THE GEORGE BROWN COLLEGE OF 
DENTURISM, ONTARIO, CANADA 

01494 520515 

174 DESBOROUGH ROAD, HIGH WYCOMBE, 
PUBLIC CAR PARK AT REAR 
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Disarm for peace 
argues Bishop 

Against the background of UN Disarmament week from 24-30 October, 
the Rt Revd Stephen Cottrell, Bishop of Reading challenges Christians to 
consider the impact that Government proposals to update the Trident 
nuclear weapons system, based in our diocese, could have on world peace. 


EARLIER this year I delivered a lecture on 
mission in St Nicholas' church, Leipzig, 
where, in 1989, the peaceful revolution which 
brought down the Berlin wall and restored 
unity and democracy to Germany began. And 
it started with prayer. 

I have since wondered what issues 
Christians need to pray about to bring change 
to our world, and to witness to a different set 
of values. And, I believe, one of these issues 
must be the proposals to replace Trident. 

This is a particular issue for us in the 


Even those who support the idea 
of a nuclear deterrent are dubious 
about the wisdom of replacing 
Trident. The arguments are legal, 
fiscal and military. 


Oxford diocese, since these American 
weapons systems are built in Aldermaston. 
And although we have been promised an 
open parliamentary debate on the matter 
before work goes ahead, there is evidence on 
the ground to suggest that Aldermaston is 
already gearing up for production. 

Do we need more nuclear weapons? Our 
current systems will be operational well into 
the 2020s - an arsenal that costs around £1 
billion every year to run, and will cost at least 
£25 billion to replace. 

Strong moral arguments, based upon the 
Christian Just War theory, lead many 
Christians to believe that, because there are 
no circumstances where using nuclear 
weapons could ever be justified, we should 
not possess them at all. Even those who sup- 
port the idea of a nuclear deterrent are dubi- 
ous about the wisdom of replacing Trident. 
The arguments are legal, fiscal and military. 

Replacing Trident almost certainly contra- 
venes Article 6 of the Nuclear Non- 
Proliferation Treaty signed by the UK in 
1970, committing countries that, at that time, 
already possessed nuclear weapons, to step 
back from an arms race. 

As Kofi Annan points out, 'the more those 
States that already have them increase their 
arsenals or insist that such weapons are essen- 
tial to their national security, the more other 
States feel that they must have them too'. 

We only have to look at what has been hap- 
pening recently in Iran and Korea to see the 
truth of these words. But, what moral right 
do we have to tell other nations that they can- 
not have what we deem so essential? 

Financially, how else could we spend the 
money? It will probably come from cuts such 
as other areas of military spending. Yet most 
military strategists recognise that nuclear 
weapons have no strategic role in the kind of 
conflicts the world faces today. A nuclear 
weapon is not much use against a terrorist 
with a bomb in his knapsack. The military 


want more troops, properly resourced, not 
more nuclear weapons. 

And, when you realise that £25 billion 
pounds could buy 60,000 newly qualified 
teachers for the next twenty years, scrap stu- 
dent top-up fees for the of the next ten years, 
or protect 900 million acres of rainforest; or 
that a recent Mori poll found that 54% of 
British people were opposed to this costly 
misadventure, you start to think this is, 
indeed, something that Christians should be 
concerned about. 

How can we campaign to make poverty 
history while we accept the presence of and 
the expenditure on these sophisticated 
weapons of mass destruction? 

I write this article as Bishop of Reading, 
with Aldermaston just around the corner 
from where I live. I realise that some readers 
of the Door will earn their living working 
there. 

But, I believe that Aldermaston has an 
important future - an international role in the 
work of de-commissioning. As the world 
wakes up to the irrelevance of nuclear 
weapons in today's world, and as Christian 
people start asking our Government to hon- 
our the commitment it made, Aldermaston 
may have important work to do. 

This is no longer an issue of left or right. 
The cold war has ended, and any justification 
for nuclear weapons has ended with it. As we 
face new global challenges our country has an 
historic opportunity to make a difference for 


This is a particular issue for us in 
the Oxford diocese, since these 
American weapons systems are 
built in Aldermaston. 


peace. The peace that we find in Christ. 

But, Christian peace is not just the silence 
after the guns have finished firing. It is recon- 
ciliation painfully embraced. It is the presence 
of justice as well as the absence of war. 

We have an opportunity to initiate a cam- 
paign to reduce the horrifying stockpile of 
weapons that endangers our world. By taking 
such a step we gain the right to speak to oth- 
ers about how they may get rid of theirs. 

We can make the world more secure. All 
this can flow from our praying for peace, and 
by becoming the answer to our own prayers, 
and by calling for a full parliamentary debate 
on the replacement of Trident. 

To find out more, or to start a debate in 
your church - read Britain's Bomb: What 
Next edited by Brian Wicker and Hugh 
Beach (SCM) or download Trident: UK 
nuclear weapons at a crossroads, a briefing 
from Churches Together in Britain and 
Ireland at www.ctbi.org.uk 


Reading’s Marcus tackles 
Back to Church Sunday 



PREMIERSHIP footballer and 
world cup international 
Marcus Hahnemann is on-side 
to kick off Back to Church 
Sunday for the Oxford 
Diocese. 

Marcus, who is goalkeeper 
for Reading FC (in the 
Premiership League this year) 
and the USA national team, 
lives in Pangboume, Berks, and 
attends St James’ Church with 
his wife and two children, aged 
six and eight. 

He believes that getting peo- 
ple back into church is a great 
goal, saying: 

‘Going to church on Sunday 
is a great way to get the whole 
family together. It's a great 
chance for the children to be 
with other kids their age. 

‘We will have a full house on Back to 
Church Sunday with my in-laws staying so 
we'll be inviting them to come along to church 
with us that day.’ 

Marcus will launch the campaign at 
St Mary’s Burghfield on Tuesday 21st 
November, encouraging churches to take part 
on Sunday 26 November. 


Marcus Hahnemann 


photo courtesy of Reading FC 


The aim is for members of the congregation 
to personally invite a non-churchgoer to join 
them at church that day, and for churches to 
offer visitors a warm welcome. 

For more details and resources for the cam- 
paign, call Jo Loveridge on 0118 983 4433 
(email jloveridge@westberks.org) or Jane 
Manley on 0118 966 5288 


ST KATHARINE’S HOUSE 
WANTAGE 


Residential Home with Nursing 



• Modern, well equipped Care Home for 75 elderly 
ladies in 5 acres of lovely grounds near town centre. 

• Non-profit making charity, under the aegis of the 
Community of St Mary the Virgin. 

• Excellent Facilities include a beautiful Chapel in 
the grounds. 

• Residents are strongly encouraged to live 
independent lives in a vibrant and happy community. 

Contact: The Warden, St Katharine’s House, 
Ormond Road, Wantage, Oxon, OX12 8EA 
Telephone: 01235 762739 
email: warden.stkatharines@talk21 .com 
www.stkatharineshouse.co.uk 
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People & places 


Jenny joins SeeSaw 

As diocesan children's adviser, Jenny Hyson leaves us this month to join 
children's bereavement charity SeeSaw, she reflects for us on the highs and 
lows of 13 years as advocate for meaningful children's ministry. 


bv Jennv Hvson 

IT is, perhaps, typical of children's ministry jobs 
that I came to the diocese on a one-year contract 
and am still here more than a decade later. 

I think, in that time, we have made good strides 
forward in understanding and valuing the spiritual 
and practical needs of children in our church com- 
munities. 

I'm particularly proud of three achievements of 
our team. Firstly, the child protection document 
Better Safe than Sorry, which has brought children's 
ministry issues from the edge of church life to a 
more central position for parishes, and developed 
an expectation of training for children's leaders, 
improving the quality of children's ministry provi- 
sion. 

I am proud, also, of the debate that has gone on 
in parishes following the 1998 House of Bishops 
guidelines on admitting children to Holy 
Communion. I must have done around 250 presen- 
tations to parishes wanting to explore the issues 
surrounding children receiving communion before 
they are confirmed. It asks us to consider where we 
place children in the worshipping life of the church 
and requires us to explore fundamental questions 
about baptism and the eucharist who is it for, 


and who decides? 

The third significant point for me was 
meeting Jerome Berryman, American pio- 
neer of Godly Play, in around 1999. 

Jerome's belief in the deep and innate 
spirituality of children, and the need to 
nurture and find a language to help them 
express this, resonated deeply with me. 

Godly Play provides intentioned, sacred 
space, creating the right environment and resources 
to help children explore the sacred stories, parables 
and liturgical symbolism that we use in church. 

Our own Godly Play classroom opened in 
Abingdon's URC Methodist Church two years ago. 
I see it as a centre of excellence where people come 
and are spiritually fed. It offers people the chance to 
experience God afresh, and shows adults how wor- 
ship with children could and should be. 

Walk with a Child, earlier this year, was a won- 
derful event for me, showing how many families 
want to find ways of worshipping meaningfully 
together. 

It is frustrating that we still sometimes see chil- 
dren marginalised in the worshipping community. 
They are sent off to a back room, with poor 
resources, then wheeled out at the end of the serv- 
ice for the 'aaah' factor. 



Jenny (right) in the Godly Play classroom 


Children are not empty vessels to be filled by 
whatever we tell them, They have a huge inner 
resource that requires intentional listening and 
input to satisfy their thirst for understanding. 

As a former teacher and as children's adviser I 
have always been amazed at the huge capacity chil- 
dren have for understanding when given permission 
to speak their minds. 

I think this will continue in my new role as 
Children and Family Support Worker with See Saw. 
It will no doubt bring me new challenges, but in 
some respects will be a continuation of my job here 
at the diocese, as an advocate for the voice of young 
people. 

Children have a story to tell and how we hear 
that story affects how they will tell it in future. If 
we suppress their telling of the story they will stop 
telling it. 


Mothers’ Union plea 

THE Mothers' Union are look- 
ing for a part-time secretary 
to work in their office in 
Christ Church Cathedral. 
Knowledge of Microsoft 
Office is essential and mem- 
bership of MU would be useful 
says Peter Teague. 

Anyone interested in the post 
should call Peter on 0118 
978 or Email him on 
Pb.teague@dsl.pipex.com 

New venture for convent 
A NEW guest house and 
meeting room is now open at 
All Saints Convent in East 
Oxford. 

Bishop John Bone, former 
Bishop of Reading, presided 
at a liturgy to celebrate the 
blessing of the guest house, 
named Brownslow House 
after the convent's mother 
foundress, and the Upton 
meeting room, named after 
the co-founder William 
Upton Richards of London. 

Sister Ann said: 'The sis- 
ters look forward to welcom- 
ing old and new friends to 
share in this new phase of our 
life. 


Riddle of the Month 

Gender Play 

There is a word in the English language in which the first two 
letters signify a male, the first three letters signify a female, 
the first four signify a great man, and the whole word, a great 
woman. What is the word? 


Answers on a post card please to The Door Riddles, 4th 
Floor] Central House, 142 Central Street, London EC1V8AR 



Winner! 

Congratulations to Mrs S. Turner of Essex Street who sent us 
the correct answer to last month ’s riddle. The answer to last 
months riddle was ‘Friendship ”. Mrs Turner wins a Simply 
Worship box set with compliments of Integrity Music Europe. 
We sincerely hope you enjoy your prize! 


Blessings for all God’s creatures 



FROM Polyann, the rescued donkey, to Hero the hamster, pets around the diocese have been 
hoofing it to church for a blessing in recent months. 

In Wantage on Animal Welfare Sunday, around 70 animals and their owners met for an inter- 
denominational service to give thanks for all animal creation, and as a reminder of our respon- 
sibilities towards the creatures who share our world. The congregation enjoyed tea, carrots and 
dog biscuits after the service. 

Over in Leafield, in Oxfordshire, 
five-year-old Ben Newport was 
delighted to take his pet hamster, 

Hero, along to his village church for a 
blessing by the Revd Jane Knowles. 

Jane told the DOOR: ‘Everyone 
loves their pets and they are proud of 
them and care for them. At school I 
invite children to suggest things for 
people to pray about and they invari- 
ably choose their pets. 

‘This is not sentimental but genuine 
human concern for living creatures. 

We were born to love and that is what 
the Christian faith is all about. Pets 
teach us to do that.’ 

Ben and Hero joined cats, dogs Hero the hamster with proud owner Ben and the Revd 
and horses in church for the service. ^ ane Knowles reader's photo 


& 

^ ^ Eco-column 

As I watched ‘An Inconvenient Truth’, A1 
Gore’s sobering plea to tackle climate 
change, Arthur my newest grandson was 
knocking on his mother’s door in his haste 
to enter this world. 

A near fatal accident to his own son 
made Al, a Southern Baptist, ask ‘How 
should I spend my time on this earth?”, 
and so he campaigns on this ‘deeply 
moral’ issue. 

The science is only disputed by oil inter- 
ests. The present facts are even more chal- 
lenging than the future predictions. The 


choice confronting us is not between 
denial and despair, but to do something - 
to galvanise opinion: Political will is a 
renewable resource. 

Bring friends to join the The I Count 
event in Trafalgar Square l-3pm, Saturday 
4 November - after the St Martin in the 
Fields service at 12:30 pm. 

Demand that your local cinema screens 
‘An Inconvenient Truth’, and then pro- 
mote it. Pre-order or rent the DVD from 
Amazon, show it in church, lend it to 
other organisations. Please do this for 
Arthur and his generation. 

Professor Tom Burke of Imperial 
College says ‘My advice to people, if we 
fail to deal with climate change over the 
next decade, is: Don’t be under 40!’ 

A bleak prospect for our grandchildren. 

Canon Christopher Hall 
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God in the life of. . . 


Remembering the 
human cost of war 

As we stand in silence at 11am on 11 November, to honour those who 
fought for our liberty in the First and Second World Wars, our prayers 
for peace between nations are as timely today as they have ever been. 

Here, veteran Bill Gasson tells Sally Jarman about his memories of life 
on the front line in WW2, his faith which has remained steadfast 
throughout, and why we should continue to remember. 


ARRIVING at Bill's home in the quiet village of 
Kencot, in Oxfordshire, I find him tending the 
war memorial near to his home, in readiness 
for the annual laying of wreaths on 
Remembrance Day. 

Later, in his beautiful garden, the peace 
around us seems at odds with the wartime 
memorabilia we are leafing through in an old 
biscuit tin - citations, medals, and old 
German helmet and belt badges. 

When we come to an old photograph 
(below) showing a handsome young Bill with 
friends he fought alongside in France, he gen- 
tly points out those who came home, and 
those who didn't. 

'For a long time I didn't want to think 
about it at all,' Bill recalls of the war years; 'it 
was just too horrible. But I think 
Remembrance Day is still very important 
today in reminding us of the young lives that 
are lost through any war.' 

Bill, himself, was just 18 when he joined the 
Second Bucks Regiment. 

'Once we landed the prayers 
came thick and fast/ he remem- 
bers, 'for those with faith and 
without. It was all we had/ 


'Then, two weeks before D-Day they 
changed us to the 11th Royal Scots Fusiliers, 
with pipers to play in the trench. It was sup- 
posed to make the Germans think we were 
more ferocious!' he smiles. 

He was among troops who landed in France 
on D Plus One (the day after D-Day), and he 
says he might as well have landed on a differ- 
ent planet, so unlike anything he had experi- 
enced before were the daily realities of war. 
Mud, gunfire and fear were the norm here. 

'Once we landed the prayers came thick and 
fast,' he remembers, 'for those with faith and 
without. It was all we had. When you were on 
watch and sitting on your own, particularly, 
you prayed hard that you would live to see 
your family again.' 

Brought up in the Anglican Church, Bill 
says he became a Methodist during the war 
after serving initially in Northern Ireland: 

'They gave me more freedom to worship in 
the way I wanted to then. I felt closer to God 
there.' 

But denomination was not important in the 
thick of the fighting. And although Bill says 
his faith was regularly challenged by the hor- 
ror and injustice of war, it also sustained him: 

'There were several times that I thanked 
God for looking after me. In Arnhem, we 
went in to support the paratroopers. We dug 
a slip trench, ripping doors off the local hous- 
es to use as a roof, and covering them with 
earth. 

'During the night a shell blew the roof off. I 
should have been killed but suffered only a 


damaged ear drum.' 

On another occasion, he remembered: 'We 
were in a town, going house to house, clear- 
ing them of enemy soldiers. I was in charge of 
a section of my platoon and my friend sud- 
denly said he would go first around a corner 
instead of me. He was shot and killed.' 

Bill's citation for the Military Medal is tes- 
tament to his courage in battle, stating that he 
was: 'a leader of considerable resource and 
proved gallantry,' and going on to describe 
him as an outstanding leader. 

Returning home after the war he also 
returned to the Church of England, and is 
proud to have been on the PCC of St George's 
Church, for more than 40 years and church 
warden for 25 years. Although he has now 
handed over some of those duties he still locks 
and unlocks the church doors each day, 
always making time for a private prayer. 

God has continued to bless his life, he says, 
not least in his marriage to Mavis, which last- 
ed a happy 68 years before she became ill. As 
Mavis suffered Bill says he, again, turned to 
prayer, and God answered with a peaceful 
death for his wife. 

His own health remains good and this year, 
in support of The Historic Churches Trust 
Stride and Ride, he raised £155 visiting six 
churches on his motorised scooter. 

As Bill prepares to polish up his medals to 
wear with pride and thanksgiving on 
Remembrance Day this year, he says: 'I still 
sometimes wonder what it was all for. I would 
hope we've learned from it.' 

And he urges people to make time on 11 
November to remember those who gave their 
lives in two World Wars, and in more recent 
conflicts, and to strive and pray for peace. 



Bill, pictured standing (left) with fellow sol- 
diers from his regiment. Of the five, he recalls 
only three came home to their families. The two 
men sitting died in action. 



Photo Frank Blackwell 


Second World War veteran Bill Gasson 


ST KATHARINE’S HOUSE 
WANTAGE 


Residential Home with Nursing 





• Modern, well equipped Care Home for 75 elderly 
ladies in 5 acres of lovely grounds near town centre. 

• Non-profit making charity, under the aegis of the 
Community of St Mary the Virgin. 

• Excellent Facilities include a beautiful Chapel in 
the grounds. 

• Residents are strongly encouraged to live 
independent lives in a vibrant and happy community. 

Contact: The Warden, St Katharine’s House, 
Ormond Road, Wantage, Oxon, 0X12 8EA 
Telephone: 01235 762739 
email: warden.stkatharines@talk21 .com 
www.stkatharineshouse.co.uk 
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View from here 


The scourge of feminism? 


The Daily Mail 
was recently 
incensed that 
'politically cor- 
rect' feminists 
had allegedly 
taken over the 
Church of 

England, with the 
full endorsement 
of the 

Archbishop of 
Canterbury! 

Evidence of this 
suspected coup 
was found in the publication 
of 'Responding to Domestic 
Abuse: Guidelines for those 
with pastoral responsibili- 
ty'. Their portrayal of this 
excellent, common-sense 
document was risible. 

Nevertheless, this denigra- 
tion of 'feminism' prompt- 
ed me to wonder... 

Who was it that worked 
tirelessly from the 70s, into 
the new century, setting up 
voluntary services to pro- 
tect and support women 
escaping violent partners, 

and their children? This 
work was largely unpaid, 
certainly unaffirmed by 
public opinion, and risky to 
the personal safety of those 
who carried it out. Yet 
somehow, on shoestring 
budgets, the helplines con- 
tinued and the refuges sur- 
vived - relatively safe spaces 
for women and children 

with nowhere else to go, 
when no-one else would or 
could help. 

Who did the intellectual 
and analytical work over 
that same period, process- 
ing the life-experiences of 
thousands of victims/sur- 
vivors of myriad kinds of 
domestic abuse, providing 
the theoretical foundations 
for appropriate interven- 
tions? Who worked to raise 
awareness of domestic 


abuse, to change 
damaging laws 
and social poli- 
cies that under- 
mined the safety 
and bodily 
integrity of 
women, children, 
and abused men? 
And who, within 
the churches, 
recognised 
domestic abuse 
as an issue for us 
too; who 

exposed the ways in which 
it was minimised, denied, 
excused and glossed over? 
Who did the theological 
work, assessing the doctri- 
nal and institutional con- 
text that allow domestic 
abuse to happen and the 
Christian teachings that, 
wittingly or unwittingly, 
offer succour to perpetra- 
tors and further disadvan- 
tage to victims/survivors? 

The answer, almost 
invariably, is women: moth- 
ers, sisters, friends, commu- 
nity workers, volunteers, 
lawyers, academics, theolo- 
gians, community activists. 

It's only very recently 
(since 1997) that domestic 
abuse has had systematic 
government attention, and 
that work to combat it has 
received significant public 
funding (though this is still 
minimal). Without the 
spade-work that went 
before, this radical change 
in public policy might never 
have happened. Thank God 
that it has, and thank femi- 
nists for their tenacity and 
determination to work in 
the teeth of opposing forces 
like the Daily Mail and all 
those it represents. 

Alison Webster is Social 
Responsibility Adviser to 
the Diocese of Oxford. 



Clergy News 

The Revd Matt Boyes, Priest in 
Charge, Penn Street & Holmer 
Green, is to be Vicar, Christ 
Church, Turnham Green, 
Hounslow, Diocese of London; 
The Revd Michael Brierley, 
Domestic Chaplain and Research 
Assistant to the Bishop of 
Oxford, is to be Priest-in-Charge, 
Tavistock and Gulworthy, Diocese 
of Exeter; The Revd Canon 
Robin Greer, has died; The Revd 
Roger Hale, Rector, Cheddington 
with Mentmore & Marsworth, is 
to retire, with Permission to 
Officiate; The Revd James 
Leach, Assistant Curate , St John 
the Baptist, Knowle, Diocese of 
Birmingham, is to be Director of 
Training, Gerard's Cross; The 
Revd Catharine Morris, 
Associate Vicar, St Mary's 


Malpas, Monmouth Diocese, is to 
be Associate Vicar, Reading 
Greyfriars; The Revd Tim 
Norwood, Team Vicar, Watling 
Valley, Milton Keynes, is to be 
also Area Dean of Milton 
Keynes; The Revd David 
Osborn, Team Rector, Bracknell 
Team Ministry, is to be House for 
Duty Priest, Llantilio Crossenny, 
Penrhos, Llanvetherine and 
Llanvapley, Diocese of 
Monmouth; The Revd Tony 
Whalley, Incumbent of the 
Benefice of Winslow with Great 
Horwood & Addington, is to 
retire; The Revd Justin White, 
Chaplain of St Katherine & St 
Helen's School, Abingdon, is to 
be Chaplain of Winchester 
College, Winchester Diocese; The 
Revd Bob Wilmott, Rector, 
Wingrave, Aston Abbotts & 
Cublington and Priest in Charge, 
Wing with Grove, is to retire. 


God’s love - inside and out 


November 19-25 is Prisons Week, when churches can pray 
for and engage with the needs of prisoners, their families, 
prison staff and victims. Tony is one of the volunteers who 
give their time to offer Christian fellowship to prisoners in 
our diocese throughout the year. He explains why he feels 
called to this ministry. 


I BELONG to the Oxford group of 
Prison Fellowship England and Wales 
(PF) - one of 108 autonomous Prison 
Fellowship ministries worldwide, which 
mobilizes and assists volunteers from 
the Christian community, through 
prayer, practical action and values- 
based programmes, to restore those 
affected by crime - offenders, ex-offend- 
ers, families, victims and communities. 

PF Programmes include Sycamore 
Tree concentrated on victim awareness 
based on restorative justice principles, 

On my last course in 
Bullingdon one man used rap 
to acknowledge how much 
hardship his behaviour had 
caused others. 

Angel Tree which provides Christmas 
presents for prisoners’ children, and 
Compass, a Christian values-based pro- 
gramme. More than 150 local groups of 
PF across England and Wales support 
our prisons chaplains and work closely 
with local churches. 

Our Oxford group meets monthly to 
pray for particular needs at Grendon 
and Springhill prisons. We take chapel 
services in both each month. 

Springhill is an open prison whereas 
Grendon is unique, being the only ther- 
apeutic one in the country. The atmos- 
phere in Springhill is understandably 
more relaxed, but our congregation is 
steady at both venues and fellowship is 
good, with chat over tea and coffee 


afterwards. 

During the services there are invari- 
ably prayer requests, so we are able to 
pray for these together. 

After giving my testimony at Grendon 
three years ago, it provided an unex- 
pected and joyful opportunity to share 
my faith at work when, the following 
morning, my manager asked what I’d 
been doing over the weekend. Her 
response was: ‘That was a brave thing 
to do’, and we talked about Jesus and 
his relevance in our lives in an usually 
relaxed manner. 

I’ve enjoyed being a small group 
leader with the Sycamore Tree pro- 
gramme and have found it very reward- 
ing. The course is held over six weeks, 
so you get to know the four prisoners in 
your group, and I have been surprised at 
their degree of openness. Many come to 
the course unaware of the ripple effect 
their crime has on other people. It is 
astonishing how much the participants 
can progress during the course and at 
times it can be moving. 

The final week offers the chance to 
make a symbolic act of restitution to a 
real victim. A few members of the com- 
munity are invited to witness this. On 
my last course in Bullingdon one man 
used rap to acknowledge how much 
hardship his behaviour had caused oth- 
ers, and that he was sorry and now 
wanted to make amends. 

Another man from my first course 
began very sceptically, but was so 
impressed he made the tea and coffee 
for us on the next one, which gave us 



continuity, because • participants could 
sound him out and, secondly, he often 
accepted the invitation to join our team 
debrief, and closed in prayer on one 
occasion which was fitting. 

At Springhill, too, there have been 
memorable moments, not least on the 
first evening of my first course there, 
when one of the volunteers mistook me 
for one of the participants! 

The Oxford Group’s annual Prisons 
Week service is on Friday 24th 
November at 7.30pm at Blessed 
Dominic Barberi church, Cowley Road, 
Littlemore. His Honour, Judge Anthony 
King will discuss ‘Does prison work?’. 

Prisons Week resources 

To find out more about Prison 
Fellowship call 01621 843232 or email: 
enquiries@prisonfellowship.org.uk 
Resources for Prisons Week are avail- 
able from The Secretary, Prisons Week. 
PO Box 2733, Lichfield, WS13 6GZ, 
or www.prisonsweek.org 
The theme this year is taken from Acts 
12:1-19, ‘They Opened the Door’. 


Perfect love will cast out fear 



Why are we so scared? Why am I so 
prejudiced? What is it about our world 
that prompts such fear? 

I'm in a long bank queue. Behind me 
is a woman speaking Nigerian patois on 
her mobile. In front of me, a Cantonese 
man is getting confused about how to 
pay cheques in, and further down the 
line three Muslim women, are in deep 
conversation, each wearing the veil or 
hijab. I am scared. Society is changing 
so quickly and these people seem so dif- 
ferent to me, how can I relate to so 
many different cultures; understand so 
many unfamiliar belief systems? And 
how many of these people would want 
to relate to me? 

And yet I don't call myself prejudiced. 


I am scared of the unknown, the unfa- 
miliar, 'the other'. I am not the only 
one. Fast forward to the single mother 
from Barton in Oxford whose garden 
was trashed by a gang who then threat- 


Our lives and our worlds 
change so fast, it is hard to 
believe we matter to our 
employers, our neighbours, 
our families ... to God 


ened to bite her if she didn't go inside 
her house. She was beside herself with 
fear as expressed in the Oxford Mail. 'I 
was petrified and I called the police 
twice. They said they would send some- 
one round, but no police officer came 
round to my house'. 

Our lives and our worlds change so 
fast, it is hard to believe we matter to 
our employers, our neighbours, who 
may not speak our language, and even 
our families. How do you and I KNOW 
we matter to God? Hasn't the divine got 


got too much to do already? 

Yet that is what God promises and 
there are glimpses of those promises 
come to life if we choose to look. 

Shoppers have inundated their 
'favourite' store with furious calls after 
discovering that a learning disabled 
man was sacked for eating six grapes 
dropped in the bottom of a shopping 
trolley. The Reading Evening Post gives 
details of the campaign which resulted 
in a petition with a hundred signatures 
presented to the shop, in an attempt to 
save the man's job. We do not yet know 
the outcome. But we now know that 
human beings are capable of compas- 
sion for society's most vulnerable. 
Christ had the same attitude. 

Perhaps there is an antidote to my 
modern anxiety? And perhaps it begins 
with asking for that divine strength to 
let go of all that worry, next time I am 
in a long and multi-coloured, multi cul- 
tural bank queue. 

Clare C afford presents BBC Radio 
Berkshire’s Sunday morning programme 
on 104.1, 104.4, 95.4 and 94.6FM 
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Comment 


Letters 


to the editor 


Thinking out loud 


AS a member of the 
group asked by the 
Archbishop of 
Canterbury to advise 
him about the struc- 
ture and contents of 
the Lambeth 

Conference in 2008, 1 
know something of 
the challenges the 
Anglican Communion is fac- 
ing globally at present. 

Of course, there is the big 
question of who should receive 
the Archbishop's invitation to 
come. Should it, as in the past, 
be every bishop? Or should 
some be excluded on moral or 
doctrinal grounds? And if all 
are invited then does that 
mean that some will choose to 
stay away as they are saying 
they will do at present? 

Certainly, judging by the 
emails I receive, the 
Archbishop will need some- 
thing of the wisdom of 
Solomon to resolve that 
conundrum and I know that 
he would value your prayers 
as he wrestles with it. 

But, behind questions like 
that, lie the bigger ones that 
relate to the kind of 
Communion that we are, and 
are growing into. 

For instance, historically we 
have done our moral thinking 
in the public arena. In contrast 
to some other Christian 
Churches we have never, as a 
Communion, sought to define 
our position on many ethical 
matters very sharply. On 
abortion we have held consis- 
tently to our belief in the value 
of all human life, but we have 
recognized that there are some 
circumstances where it may be 
justified. On divorce and 


remarriage we have 
strongly supported 
the ideal of marriage 
being a commit- 
ment for life, but we 
have also wanted to 
find ways to express 
the love of God and 
the possibility of a 
fresh start when that 
ideal has not been fulfilled. 

The result, of course, is that 
we are told by some that we 
are 'wishy-washy' and that the 
problem with Anglicans is that 
'you don't know what you 
believe'. 

But there will be nothing 
'wishy-washy' about those 
bishops gathered in 
Canterbury the year after next. 
I am certain that there will be 
some robust debates. Debates 
bom from a rich, diverse expe- 
rience of the love of God 
expressed and experienced in 
their own lives and in the cul- 
tures from which they come. 

As we face together issues 
both about the nature of God 
and his relationship with his 
world I am certain that we will 
disagree with each other - pos- 
sibly very passionately at 
times. But I am sure that those 
of us there will also discover a 
deeper unity based in God's 
love for us and, if we are will- 
ing to listen, a deeper under- 
standing of the work of the 
Holy Spirit around our 
Communion. And no, I do 
not believe that we will end up 
agreeing on everything, but I 
am glad to be part of a Church 
that does its thinking 'out 
loud' despite all the pain and 
the misunderstandings that 
such a voyage of discovery 
into the ways of God involves. 



Essential chaplains; faithful cities 


Hospital chaplains 
I READ with interest in the 
October Door the article on 
hospital trusts leaving chap- 
laincy posts unfilled. 

As a Chaplaincy Visitor, I 
wholeheartedly agree that 
chaplaincy is a vital service 
and that volunteer visitors 
do a job that nurses cannot, 
as they are stretched to their 
limits. Sometimes a patient 
just needs someone to sit 
and listen to them at a time 
when they are feeling alone, 
lost or even frightened. 

I do hope that when the 
NHS does its review, it will 
give a great deal of consider- 
ation to the work of hospi- 
tal chaplains. 

With the best will in the 
world, Chaplaincy Visitors 
cannot do all that a 
Chaplain can do. 

Audrey Upshall 
By email 

Faithful cities report 

MY attention has been 
drawn to the extraordinarily 
intemperate attack on 
'Faithful Cities' by Tom 
Benyon (Door, September). 

Mr Benyon seems to think 
that it is absurd for the 
Commission to address the 
nation rather than just 
address itself to the Church, 
but surely engaging with the 
society in which we are set is 
precisely what the Church 
should be doing. 

Mr Benyon thinks that 
'our leaders' should address 
the breakdown- of families, 
uncontrolled immigration 
and the evils of gambling. 
He will find these addressed 
on pages 63 and 40-41 and 
in a recommendation of the 
Report. 

On the subject of a 'living 
wage', the Commission did 
not recommend that we 


should have one, but only 
that the Government be 
asked to consider the effects 
of implementing one, a 
much more modest propos- 
al. 

Mr Benyon is exercised 
about the Archbishop of 
York's perceived bad atti- 
tude to philanthropy, but 
there is a Christian case to 
be made that the possession 
of great wealth necessarily 
carries with it social respon- 
sibilities, to which philan- 
thropy is in part a response. 

Finally, Mr Benyon asks 
whether anyone thinks seri- 
ously that government can 
give away money more effi- 
ciently than the likes of Bill 
Gates. Well, yes, actually, 
because I think government 
might actually be better 
informed than individual 
billionaires. The 'Faithful 
Cities' Report is one 
attempt to see that govern- 
ment and others are better 
informed about life in our 
cities today, and I commend 
it to readers of The Door. 
Henry Everett 

Vicar of All Saints, Reading and 
Member of the Diocesan Urban 
Priority Action Group 

The Chuch’s voice 

AFTER reading Steve 
Watkin's letter on the 
Church's need to recover its 
prophetic voice (Door, July 
&c August), I concluded that 
the Church of England is in 
fact a far broader church 
than I had ever imagined. 
That the Church must find 
its prophetic voice I am con- 
vinced. That its voice should 
sound like that echoing 
from Mr Watkin's corner of 
the Church I am far less so. 

When the Church speaks, 
it should surely consider the 
words of Christ. Mr 
Watkins laments the 


; prophetic voices; 


Church's inclusion of 
minority groups and thinks 
it should speak out more on 
the sanctity of marriage. Yet 
a glance at Luke 14 records 
Jesus saying both. It is dan- 
gerous to quote the 
Scriptures out of context of 
course. Therefore, perhaps 
Mr Watkins' reference to 
Jeremiah 5 is a little out of 
place when considering EU 
directives reported in the 
Daily Telegraph. 

The Church should not 
have a voice because it holds 
power. Its voice must be that 
of God's people to His cre- 
ation. The Church must 
speak into people's lives, 
guiding and inspiring them 
with its message of hope 
and love. 

With such a mission, the 
Church has every right and 
duty to speak out on what 
Mr Watkins crassly calls 
'adventures in 

Mesopotamia'. Frankly, the 
God I believe in will be 
weeping many more tears 
over the situation in Iraq, 
than over any damage to 
any 'constitution and way 
of life' Mr Watkins might 
concern himself with. 

Philip Lockley 
Oxford 

Women bishops 
AUGUSTINE and other writ- 
ers will certainly agree with 
David Little's statement 
(Letters, October) that we 
are created in the image of 
God who is Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit. However, his 
assertion that there is a 
'functional hierarchy in the 
Trinity' is not well founded, 
and is not in my opinion a 
valid argument to bring to 
the question of women 
bishops. 

The Creed of St 
Athanasius has this, among 


women bishops 

other things, to say about 
the Trinity: ‘In this Trinity 
none is afore, or after other; 
none is greater, or less than 
another; But the whole three 
Persons are co-eternal 
together: and co-equal.’ 

This statement clearly 
means that there can be no 
‘functional hierarchy’ with- 
in the Trinity at all. 

In relation to the ordina- 
tion of women to the episco- 
pate, I strongly reject the 
allegation that one side of 
the debate is faithful to 
Holy Scripture and the 
other side simply views 
things 'through secular 
humanistic ideology'. This is 
not a helpful division to 
make. I will assert, rather, 
that both sides, ’of this and 
other issues, are wrestling to 
understand what Holy 
Scripture is teaching us. 

Naturally all of us bring 
our presuppositions to bear 
upon the interpretation of 
Sacred Text. The object, 
though, is not simply to 
remain within these presup- 
positions, nor less to try to 
shore them up by claiming 
that they are founded on 
Scripture, but to be the pub- 
lic body of the Church by 
respecting what others are 
arguing, and not by claim- 
ing that we alone honour 
Holy Scripture. 

Abbott Conway 

Great Tew, Chipping Norton 

Women bishops. Why not? 
The head of the Church of 
England is the Queen. 

Dave Murray 

Reading 

Note from the Editor: Look out 
for an exploration of the differ- 
ent standpoints surrounding the 
debate about women bishops 
which will be included in 
upcoming issues of The Door. 


My story... 

Building church 


If you have a story you would like to share, of unusual events or encounters that 
have affected your journey in faith, write to us at The DOOR, Church House, 
North Hinksey, Oxford, 0X2 0NB or email us at D00R@oxford.anglican.org 


without bricks in Slough 


I CLEARLY remember my first visit to St George’s, Britwell, 
near Slough. We crunched across the gravel and rubble 
towards an isolated brick tower topped with a metal cross. It 
was all that was left of the old church, which had been demol- 
ished in 2004 when structural problems had made it unsafe. 
The small group of worshippers had moved into the Family 
Welfare Association (FWA) building, just along the road. 

Ajriving there, we were warmly welcomed by all. And as we 
worshipped together we were immediately struck by the ‘real- 
ity’ of this church. Here were people gathering faithfully and 
worshipping in Spirit and in truth. 

After a couple of months of praying and seeking the Lord, 
I decided to come to St George’s for my curacy. Three months 
in, and I have no regrets! It is very exciting to be a part of 
what God is doing here. We are building a church - in more 
ways than one! 


We are witnessing that church is all about people. We are 
running two Alpha courses this term and looking to start a 
children’s gospel choir. Our church community is growing. 

But, I’ve been interested to find that there is still a real 
desire locally to have a church building, even though our cur- 

It is very exciting to be a part of what God 
is doing here. We are building a church - in 
more ways than one. 

rent building is in the centre of the community, accessible, 
non-threatening to visitors, and we don’t have to think about 
cleaning or maintenance. 

So many people ask me will there really be one? and when? 
There have even been promises of attendance once we meet in 


a ‘proper’ church! In this age of declining church attendance, 
could it be that more people than we think are interested in 
spiritual matters? Who feel the necessity of a church in the 
community, even if they don’t currently use it regularly? 

I think, now, that having a church building in Britwell will 
be a signal that the people of God are alive and well. That 
there is a vibrant and growing Christian community here and 
most importantly, that God has not forgotten them. 

But, in the meantime, what is exciting for me is discovering 
that church here really is more than just bricks and mortar. 

The isolated cross still stands in silent witness as we strive 
to raise £1.2m - quite daunting in an underprivileged area like 
Britwell. But we are over half way there and we are trusting 
that God will provide all that we need. 

Sarah Fix is curate at St George’s, Britwell . If you would like 
to donate to the appeal email: revsarahpix@yahoo.co.uk 
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Top tips for youth courses 


As a church group, first discuss benefits, and worries, about 
running a youth spirituality course. What does your church 
hope to gain from the venture? 

If you are part of a group of churches consider joining 
together and share the manpower and costs? 

Venue is worth taking some time over. What is available, 
and where do you think would be most comfortable and 
welcoming. It might be the church hall, a local cafe or in 
someone’s sitting room. 

As with adult Alpha, sharing a meal before each session is 
an important time, for relaxing and breaking the ice, getting 
to know each other informally, and having fun. 

Both Alpha and Emmaus offer a set structure to help plan 
sessions, but think how you can add to this with games, 
music, trips out, interesting speakers, or other ideas. 

Remember this isn’t school. You are helping young people 
explore their spirituality within a framework of your faith. 
Share experiences with them and be prepared to learn as 
well as offer your own thoughts. 

During the course try to find out where, if anywhere, your 
youthful explorers would like to take their newfound 
knowledge. Use the information to guide you on what your 
church could offer for the future. 

Keep in mind the findings of Peter Brierley’s tweenager sur- 
vey when he asked what they liked about church. Caring 
people and the opportunity to meet new friends were top of 
the list. So you’re already doing something right. 


Will you bore, 

How our churches can engage with 

We know that the youth of today are the congregation of our churches tomorrow. Yet as parishes 
we often seem paralysed with inaction on the issue. And it's getting serious. Sally Jarman looks at 
one of the ways of engaging with youthful spirituality, and hears from churches that have bravely 
gone where others fear to tread. 

The big issue 


IN the 1990s, around 1,000 under-15s a 
week stopped attending church. A 
whole generation of children are now 
being born to parents who either lost 
interest in church, or never went at all. 
If this trend continues our parish 
churches simply won’t survive. 

In Peter Brierley’s book ‘Reaching 
and Keeping Tweenagers’ 87 per cent of 
10-14 year olds surveyed said they 
thought church was boring. And per- 
haps it is. Even churches that offer 
Sunday clubs often falter in enthusiasm 
and ideas for the over 10s, leaving them 
adrift in the wider congregation. 

It’s tempting to look at large churches 

such as 
Soul 



Survivor; overflowing with eager, youth- 
ful members and energetic leaders, and 
think that nothing we can do could 
match that. But if we do nothing we are 
missing an opportunity to offer young 
people local, Christian community in 
their lives. Somewhere they can belong 
within God’s family, in already familiar 
surroundings. A great start to adult- 
hood. And if they feel at home, perhaps 
they’ll stay. 

But, where to start? In small church- 
es, particularly, it can be daunting con- 
templating youth activities. Human 
resources might be thin on the ground 
and, anyway, are they cool or hi-tech 
enough for teenagers? 

One way to start might be to offer a 
chance for young people, churchgoers 


or not, to explore their spirituality 
together. One conclusion from Peter 
Brierley’s study of tweenagers is that 
they love a gang, and love meeting and 
interacting with pebple. So that’s a good 
start. 

Youth Alpha and Youth Emmaus are 
two ready-prepared courses that 
churches can tap into. The fact that the 
structure is already there makes it easi- 
er to organise, and the course can be 
held anywhere, from the church hall to 
a cafe or someone’s house. 

As well as exploring the many ques- 
tions young people have in a non- 
threatening environment, it offers the 
opportunity to find out where, if any- 
where, they would like to go next on 
their journey in faith. 


A view from churches who 


PICTURE the scene: It’s a 
September Saturday night at 
the Milton Keynes Hockey 
Stadium and more than 50 
young people are laughing, 
chatting and enjoying meet- 
ing together. 

But this isn’t a hockey 
event. It’s the Milton Keynes- 
wide Youth Alpha launch. 

What better indication do 
we need, says co-ordinator 
Rachel Bright, that there is a 
real interest out there among 
young people to find out 
more about God and explore 
their own spirituality. 

Rachel, of New Life 
Church North, New 
Bradwell, told the DOOR: 
‘As a local church in Milton 
Keynes we saw a great need 
for running a Youth Alpha 
Course that our young peo- 
ple could invite their friends 
to. In chatting with other 
youth leaders from around 
the city we discovered that a 
number of groups were look- 
ing at the same idea. 

‘Having run the course on 
our own a couple of times 
before, we were very aware 
of the resources needed to 
make a course happen. So it 
made sense for the churches 
to join to form Youth Alpha 
MK. 


‘From the churches, of var- 
ious different denomina- 
tions, we created a team 
specifically to run the course 
and suppers and opened it to 
all churches and young peo- 
ple in the area. 

‘The response was fantas- 
tic and our course has now 
started properly with 23 
young people attending. 

The format is for a meal, 

One of the highlights 
of the course was an 
away-weekend to 
the Youth Hostel in 
Goring, which creat- 
ed a real feeling of 
togetherness and 
purpose 

followed by a short talk and 
then small group discussion. 
The talks are multimedia, 
using video clips, and are 
designed to be user friendly 
for youth leaders and appeal- 
ing and accessible for the 
young participants. 

‘Looking to the future, 
we’d like to expand and 
hopefully draw in yet more 
churches in the area, and to 
train and equip groups to 


run their own courses.’ 

In Reading, St Catherine’s 
Church and Cornwell 
Community Church plant 
have also had positive results 
from their joint youth spiri- 
tuality course held last year. 

In all, three youth groups 
came together with the idea 
of bringing the young people 
together in a relaxed, 
Christian setting. 

The Revd Denis Smith 
says: ‘The basic course was 
Youth Alpha, but we mixed 
and matched to suit our pur- 
poses, with video clips, films, 
and elements from other 
courses and websites aimed 
at youth. 

‘One of the highlights of 
the course was an away 
weekend to the Youth Hostel 
in Goring which created a 
real feeling of togetherness 
and purpose.’ 

The discussions brought 
up interesting questions and 
views that challenged both 
the youngsters and the lead- 
ers. 

Feedback from the teenage 
participants was encourag- 
ing, says Mr Smith. Some 
wanted to do it again. 

A coffee shop was the set- 
ting for a youth spirituality 
course in 2005 by St James’ 



THE DOOR : November 2006 


9 


or explore? 

youthful spirituality 

Why bother? 


bv Ian Macdonald 

I’M a great believer in Youth 
Emmaus and Youth Alpha as 
a framework for engaging 
with young people! Recent 
important pieces of research 
by Phil Rankin and Bob and 
Sylvia Mayo (‘Buried 
Spirituality’ and ‘Making 
sense of Generation Y’) have 
discovered that, for so many 
young people, their spiritual- 
ity is buried and unexplored. 

Plenty of people have told 
them what to think, what to 
believe (and they’ve often 
rejected religion on this 
basis), but rarely have they 
had chance to think, explore 
and articulate what they’ve 
experienced of God, faith 
and spirituality. 

Courses such as Youth 
Emmaus and Youth Alpha 


offer a great chance to do 
just that. They provide some 
guidance, a framework for 
discussion and exploration, 
fun and the ‘how to’ bit of 
being with a group of young 
people 

As Marc Yaconelli so 
rightly says: ‘Anyone who 
befriends young people 
knows they’re people of spir- 
it - people drawn to song, 
dance, story and silence” 

Running a Youth Alpha or 
Youth Emmaus course can 
be great fun for those taking 
part and for those organising 
it. Creating a place to eat 
and talk together, to explore 
spirituality, to laugh, to 
question and to think with 
teenagers is a great adven- 
ture and privilege. 

A word of warning 
though! Running one of 



these programmes will mean 
that your faith will be chal- 
lenged and stretched by the 
questions of young people, 
you will learn and grow in 
the process. And so might 
your church. 

Ian Macdonald is the Youth 
Adviser for the Diocese of 
Oxford. 


have tried it. 


Church, Gerrards Cross in 
Bucks, and Gold Hill Baptist 
Church in Chalfont St Peter. 
They joined forces to widen 
the course to more youth. 
But even that wasn’t enough 
in the end. St James’ Youth 
co-ordinator, Shawn 

Swinney, says: 

‘Only one week into the 
course I heard some ‘interest- 
ing news. A local youth pas- 
tor called me to find out 
what we were 
doing. The 
course was 
already such a 
success that 
youth at his 
church were 
harassing him 
to start a 
course because 
they couldn’t get onto ours 
as it was full!’ 

Shawn says the idea using 
a coffee shop was ‘to provide 
a non-threatening environ- 
ment’. Although it proved 
difficult to set up sufficient 
sound and video equipment 
it provided a great atmos- 
phere. 

To underscore the impor- 
tance of the course they can- 
celled the Bible study groups 
for the term and encouraged 
those youth to come and 


bring their friends. They 
had expected around 20 
teenagers, but in the event 
welcomed 42 through the 
door. 

Shawn says: ‘Even more 
impressive to me was that 
our attendance didn’t tail 
off, but remained fairly con- 
sistent throughout the 
course. 

Looking back, he says: 
‘The course provided a non- 
threatening 
place for youth 
to explore the 
basics, asking 
the toughest, 
most basic, or 
most blasphe- 
mous of ques- 
tions without 
worrying. 

‘It got friends talking 
about the faith who may 
have otherwise not done so; 
and it allowed otherwise 
fringe youth into the centre 
of a youth ministry that can 
seem daunting. ‘Finally, 
there was the evangelistic 
impact of the course. I don’t 
know how many people 
came to Christ through the 
course. I expect they could 
be counted on one hand. 
Regardless we know that for 
each one heaven celebrates. 


Happy 

customers 

Richard Mayes attended the 
course run by St Catherine’s 
Church. 

A regular churchgoer any- 
way, he told the DOOR he 
found the course useful 
because he could ask lots of 
questions and hear what 
other teenagers thought. 

The idea of bringing 
together three youth groups 
was also good, he said, pro- 
viding a good atmosphere 
and lots of fun with new 
faces as well as familiar 
ones. 

After the course Richard 
felt ready to begin preparing 
for confirmation, which he 
has now done. 

Participants of the 
Gerrards Cross course gave 
Shawn their thoughts on the 
course: 

‘You got to meet loads of 
people and talk about Jesus 
which was quite cool.’- 
Alex Dennison 

‘It strengthened the rela- 
tionship between our two 
churches.’ - Michael 
Tebboth 

‘We got to interact with a 
lot of people and meet in a 
new environment.’ - Rachel 
Jeans 


They had expect- 
ed around 20 
teenagers but, in 
the event, wel- 
comed 42 
through the door. 


Church and youth 



Where can I get Youth Alpha or Youth Emmaus? 


BOTH Youth Alpha and Youth Emmaus (the 
latter by our own Bishop of Reading, the Rt 
Revd Stephen Cottrell), are available from St 
Andrews bookshops. 

For more information online go to 
www.alpha.org/youth or www.e-mmaus.org.uk 
Both courses are specially designed for the 
youth market - Emmaus for ll-16year olds 


and Youth Alpha for 11-18 year olds . 

They are are divided into units suitable for 
between 10 and 13 sessions, each exploring a 
different aspect of spirituality and faith, 
encouraging youngsters, as Youth Alpha says: 
‘To find out who Jesus really is and how 
Christianity and real life fit together:’ 
Resources can be bought online. 



Oxford Aunts Care 

. Established 1967 


Oxford Aunts Live-in Services 

~ for clients who need help or care at home ~ 

Witz nn # 

Live-in Housekeeper/Carers 

for several weeks or Longer-term over several months 

.jJB, 

For further details please contact ^ 



COUNSELLING 

REV. HEATHER McGIVERN 

Short or long term counselling by 
experienced and qualified practitioner. 
Spiritual direction also offered. 

Registered with BACP & UKRC - Member of FPC (WPF) 

Tel: 0118 973 4801 


Artists in Staged Glass 

David Wasley 

IfiA.ATC.DipAD.FDlGP. 

ConsERyAfoR.O' 
RisfORAfion SPEciALisf 

01494 773712 

^www.^RpiniLLEnnivfflARj'tsfs.co.vic 
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Hitting the right tone 
with church organs 


Electronic organs are as good as pipe organs 
in the sense that Spam is as good as steak. 
The organ is the “king of instruments” in that 
it is capable of the whole gamut of emotion 
from the gentle calm of its string tones to the 
mighty thunder of diapasons and mixtures. 
Played properly, the organ provides the per- 
fect accompaniment for worship as the organ- 
ist can match the tone and phrasing of words 
to bring out their meaning. This is something 
a music group simply cannot do, even when 
their words have any meaning. 

When people visit a circus, they expect to 
hear circus music. When people visit a coun- 
try hoedown, they expect to hear country 
music. Similarly when people visit church, 
they expect to hear church music, which 
means a proper choir and organ. 

The pipe organ produces the natural tone of 
air blowing through a pipe, broadly in the 
four families of diapasons, flutes, strings and 
reeds. Actually blowing the air creates a natu- 
ral sound which blends with the church’s 
acoustics. The best results come from pipes 
above people’s heads and in buildings without 
too much soft furnishing like carpets. 

The first electronic organs were the 
Hammond organs of the 1930s. These used 
tone wheels arranged according to the natural 
harmonics of a musical note. By this means it 
was hoped organists could be given cook- 
books to synthesise any musical sound. The 
result was a pleasant enough tone, now gen- 
erally known as the Hammond sound, but it 
never fooled anyone that it was anything else. 

Later developments used transistors and 



produced the truly horrible instruments found 
dumped in churches from the 1960s up to the 
late 1980s. A trumpet stop sounded like a bee 
in a jam jar. A salicional sounded like a paper 
and comb. When a salesman demonstrated 
one of these hunks of junk to me, I asked him 
if he had ever heard a real trumpet or sali- 
cional stop. These transistor organs came 
with masses of stops, every one of which was 
a different type of unpleasant buzz. 


There was a 


WANTED 

ORGANIST (or pianist) to either job share 
or act as occasional stand-in at 

St Mary Magdalene Church, Shippon 

10.30am service 

Contact: 01235 523859, or email: 
daphne@daphnetonks.wanadoo.co.uk 


The Akeman Benefice 

Seven parishes in North Oxfordshire between Bicester and Kidlingdon 

ORGANIST AND CHOIR LEADER 

A TEAM PLAYER IS THE KEY! 


marked improvement in the 
1990s when digital synthesis- 
ers became available. These 
safnple musical instruments 
and allow them to be played 
back on the same basis as a 
compact disc or iPod file. As 
digital recordings, they at 
least sound like the tones 
they are supposed to be. 
Such modern organs are 
heavily marketed as being as 
good (or almost as good) as a 
pipe organ, showing that 
even their manufacturers 
acknowledge the supremacy 
of the pipe organ. 
Even with the mod- 
ern digital organs, 
there is still the 
problem of having 
adequate amplifica- 
tion and big enough 
speakers. This mas- 
sive power is not 
needed to produce 


Appointment at Kirtlington, who have a village choir for you to lead. 
Mainly morning services, including a monthly United Benefice Service. 

Fee of £3,800 per annum + wedding and funeral fees. 
Opportunity for playing elsewhere in the Benefice, including 
Sunday services, weddings and funerals. 

Further details from the Rector: Revd. Derek Walken 01869 369815 
The Rectory, Alchester Road, Chesterton, Oxon, 0X26 1UW 
Email: akemanbenefice@yahoo.com 

Or Mr Brian Waterhouse (warden and choir member): 01865 350875 
Email: brio35@bigfoot.com 



overcome, the organist is still only playing a 
recording of an organ, and not an organ itself. 
If you think that does not matter, suggest 
replacing a music group with a programmable 
synthesiser recreating the guitars, drums and 
saxophones. Suggest replacing the instru- 
ments of an orchestra with a few synthesiser 
players. While digital synthesisers have earned 
a place in music, it is not replacing the more 
traditional instruments. , 

If still in doubt, ask the experts - the organ- 
ists themselves. Most self-respecting organists 
would not accept a post with an electronic 
organ rather than a proper pipe organ. 
Remember they are the experts, not the 
churchwardens or PCC. 

The only apparent advantage of electronic 
organs is their cost, but even this is deceptive. 
A pipe organ lasts for ever; an electronic 
organ lasts for perhaps 20 years. If you doubt 
this, go round your deanery. Count the num- 
ber of pipe organs more than 100 years old as 
against the number of electronic organs more 
than 20 years old. 

A perfectly adequate stand-alone pipe organ 
for a moderate-sized church can be bought for 
as little as £30,000. Second-hand pipe organs 
can be bought for much less. 

An electronic organ costs perhaps £10,000. 
The organ trade itself acknowledges that the 
average age of an electronic organ when 
replaced is 15 years. This means that a church 
will need to buy seven organs in a century. So 
the total capital cost per century is around 
£70,000. What sort of Christian stewardship 
is it to pay more to get less? 

Perhaps the more important point is what 
the organ says about the church, its worship 
and its commitment to God. A church which 
is serious about worshipping God and which 
wishes to appeal to those outside will show 
that commitment by finding the money and 
room to have the proper tools for the job. 
Does God deserve any less? 

Robert Leach 


offensively loud sound, but to get good 
sound quality. This is rarely achieved, and 
quickly deteriorates. An organ pipe is (gener- 
ally) a tube of pewter capable of lasting hun- 
dreds of years. An organ loudspeaker is a 
paper cone moving in and out which gives 
out after a few years and is expensive to 
replace, assuming a replacement is available. 

And even when these problems have been 


Organist/Choir Director 
required for 

Deddington Parish Church, from Autumn 
2006. Strong choral tradition. RSCM 
affiliated choir. One service each Sunday; 
weekly choir practise. RSCM rates. Contact 
Revd. Dr Hugh White (Tel: 01869 349869, 
email: vicarhugo@hotmaiLcom ) 


THE PARISH CHURCH OF ST. MARY AND ALL SAINTS 
BEACONSFIELD, BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 

ORGANIST 

An exciting opening for a church organist 
required from 1 January 2007 or as soon as 
possible thereafter. 

Attractive Chilterns church, central tradition, 
stimulating environment, with large and lively 
congregations 

Fine, well-maintained 2-manual Rothwell organ 

Main Sunday Eucharist, weekly evensong, 
monthly matins, and a variety of other soecia! 
services at festivals; weddings and funerals 

An opportunity to work with the Director of 
Choir and our growing SATB choir. 

Weekly Thursday evening rehearsals 

Music for worship is taken from a variety of 
sources, including Hymns Ancient and Modern 
New Standard and New Hymns and 
Worship Songs 

Salary RSCM rates + fees 

For further details please contact: 

The Parish Office, Windsor End, 
Beaconsfield, HP9 2JW, tel: 01494 676690 
email: pamcrawford5@aol.com 
www.stmarysbeaconsfield.org.uk 
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Eleven new deacons were ordained by the Bishop of Reading, the Rt Revd Stephen Cottrell, at Christ Church Cathedral this 
autumn and are now serving in our parishes. Below they introduce themselves 


6. Paul Willis 

7. Adam Clayton 

8. Andrew Rye raft 

9. Jan Henderson 

10. William Whyte 

11. Christobel Hargraves 
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1. Graham Wright 

2. Margaret Bird 

3. Roger Burne 

4. Claire Wood 

5. Carole Cull 


Is God calling you? 

The Oxford Diocese has a network of 
friendly Vocations Advisers who are 
here to help you. For an adviser near 
you ring Debbie Dallimore in the 
Diocesan Director of Ordinand's 
office on 01865 208291 


Graham Wright 

Parish: Marston and Elsfield 
I am married to Joanna and we 
have two young daughters, Esme 
and Clara. My. Anglican 
Ordination represents a new 
phase in my ministry which start- 
ed when I was ordained as a 
Congregational Minister 25 
years ago! Joanna and I live at St 
Edward's School in Oxford 
where Joanna is a Housemistress 
and I am taking up a new post as 
Assistant Chaplain. I will be serv- 
ing my title post as Assistant 
Curate at St Nicholas Old 
Marston with Elsfield. 

Paul Willis 

Parish: High Wycombe 
I come to ordination through the 
St Albans and Oxford Ministry 
course, and look forward to serv- 
ing iriy tide in High Wycombe. 
After 25 years in the RAF, and 8 
years in industry, I will be moving 
to Wycombe with my wife Gill, 
accompanied by two of our three 
daughters, all of whom I thank 
for their support and encourage- 
ment. 

Adam Clayton 

Parish: Watlington 
I am married to Jo and we have 
three sons Tom, Mark and Ben. 
After many years in agriculture I 
am now a freelance gardener in 
and around Watlington, where I 
also have responsibility for the 
local Scout group. I look forward 
to this new stage of my ministry 
in the Icknield benefice as their 
OLM. 

Carole Cull 

Parish: Earley Trinity 
I live with my husband John, 


plus two cats in Lower Earley. I 
have been a Reader for over 30 
years, represented Oxford 
Diocese on the General Synod, 
and was a member of the 
Liturgical Commission and 
Council for Christian Unity. I am 
a Medical Statistician, in the 
Diabetes Trials Unit of the 
University of Oxford. 

Claire Wood 

Parish: Buckingham 
I am married to Andrew and 
have two children Jamie and 
Sophie. My career was in the 
application of ICT, most recendy 
as the head of a 
Biometrics/Identity and 

Intelligence Group. My family 
and I are looking forward to our 
move to Buckingham where I 
will serve my tide. 

Jan Henderson 

Parish: Ellesborough 
I will be serving in the Benefice of 
Ellesborough, the Kimbles and 
Stoke Mandeville where I live 
with my husband. I have worked 
part-time for many years in 
Accountancy and will continue 
to do this. I also had my own 
Interior Design business for 
about 10 years before becoming 
involved as a lay leader in my 
local church. I trained at Ripon 
College, Cuddesdon. 

Roger Burne 

Parish: Blackbird Leys 
I have been a GP in Oxford for 
many years. I am married to 
Margaret with two children and 
one grandson. I am looking for- 
ward enormously to new begin- 
nings serving God and the people 
of Blackbird Leys in community 


and in their ecumenical work. 

Christobel Hargraves 

Parish: Goring and South Stoke 
I have enjoyed a long career in 
the health service and together 
with my husband Chris, am now 
looking forward to becoming 
part of the community of Goring 
and South Stoke where I will 
serve my title. Chris will continue 
to raise sheep and cattle on our 
farm near Thame. 


Margaret Bird 

Parish: Cox Green 
Originally from Isleworth, Tom 
and I moved to Maidenhead in 
1971 where our four children 
were bom. Choosing not to 
return to work as a pricing ana- 
lyst, I started my own business 
working from home. We are 
delighted to be staying at the 
Good Shepherd, Cox Green, 
where I shall be serving my curacy. 


Andrew Rycraft 

Parish: Ray Valley 
I am a Chartered Surveyor; mar- 
ried to Rosemary, an ordained 
priest, and we have two grown- 
up children. I have a particular 
interest in rural ministry and will 
be serving in the Ray Valley 
Benefice. I also belong to Prison 
Fellowship, and hope to continue 
with some prison ministry after 
ordination. 


William Whyte * 

Parish: Kidlington 
I am a fellow of St John’s College, 
Oxford, where I teach history. I 
have just published a biography 
of the architect Thomas Graham 
Jackson, and am currently editing 
another book on religion in 
Britain since 1945. Originally 
from Suffolk, I came to Oxford 
in 1994. I am engaged to Zoe, 
who is also a historian. 


Introducing the ordinands 



Door of Hope, a Christian charity works in the East End of London among 
street sex workers. The work can be harrowing and intense; often each sex 
worker will require months, if not years, of support. And the need is enor- 
mous: there are an estimated 150 - 250 street working prostitutes working 
independently in London’s East End alone. 


* 


Fiona Churcher , ; Project Manager of 
Door of Hope: 

“Some of those we contact are 
as young as 12, and every single 
one of them is isolated, vulner- 
able and struggling with enor- 
mous issues. You don’t have to 
think about this for very long 
to understand why we feel so 
passionately about what we are 
called to do.” 

The work of Door of Hope relies entire- 
ly on voluntary contributions and your 
support will have a real impact - please 
help us if you are able to. 


To support the work of Door of Hope, please contact 
Fiona Churcher on admin@doorofhope.org.uk or visit 
the website www.doorofhope.org.uk or fill in the re- 
sponse form and return it to us. 


Gift Aid - Donations made under the Gift Aid scheme mean we can claim 
back 28p from Government for every pound you donate. To enable us to do 
this, please fill in your name and address details below and tick the box. 

GIFT AID DECLARATION 

I, having given my name and address below, require Door of Hope to treat J 
this and all future donations as Gift Aid donations. I confirm that I am a resident 
UK taxpayer. Gift Aid I enclose my gift of t 

Please send me details about donating regularly by standing order ! 


Full name 

Address 

Post Code 

Signature Date 

Post to: Keychange Charity, 5 St George’s Mews. 43 Westminster Bridge Road, London SEI 7JB 


1 
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Advertising Feature to advertise ring: 020 7417 ssoo 


«- 


TO 

ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 
NEWSPAPER 



Church Supplies 




VINO SACRO LTD 

Supplier of the finest 
communion wines for over 130 
years. Free samples available. 

Please contact: 

Vino Sacro Ltd, Marsh Lane 
Crediton, Devon EX17 1ES 
Tel/Fax: 01363 772333 
Email: sales@vinosacro.co.uk 


Business 

Opportunities 


Aloe Vera distributors 
and customers are 
required 

in your area for exploding 
healthcare market. 

Call Andrea at 
01424 712193 to join. 


You can 
advertise here 
for as little as 
£18 per month 

(+ vat if applicable) 


Fundraising 


o~ 

Church 

Furniture 



FOR A FREE CATALOGUE 
TEL 01494 676060 
FAX 01494 67 81 81 

64 LONDON END 
BEACONSFIELD 
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE HP9 2JD 


By Christians ... for Christians . . . 
EXCELLENCE IN BONE CHINA 

MUGS 

PLATES, THIMBLES 

for Fund-raising and 

Christian Outreach 
also FRAMED PRINTS, and 
Teatowels, Bookmarks, Pens, 
Pencils, Coasters, etc., all with 
superb co-ordinated design 

CHOWN CHINA 

01209 713361 chown@chownchina.co.uk 

www.chownchina.co.uk 


Upholstery 


d- Kinnsmark 


• Factory direct prices 

• Wide choice of wooden and 

metal chairs 

• Samples always available 




FREEPHONE 
0800 374232 

www.kingsmark.co.uk 
Kingsmark Furniture Limited 
Railway Street, Great Bridge, Tipton, 
West Midlands, DY4 7 AD 




cgry§K)!|(©)M§ 

Contact us for 
expert advice 
and quotation 

AYR UPHOLSTERY 
LIMITED 

Tel: 0845 094 2820 
Email: 

\^info@ayrupholstery.com^ 


Traditional Upholstery 
Gienie Upholstery 

Specialised in antique upholstery 
restoration. Free consultation/estimates. 
Rabea Giebfried-Nietzard, 
MA, BA(HONS) 

Tel: (ev) 01494 444258 
Mobile: 07967 137327 
Email: rabea_gienie@msn.com 


Next Issue 
Deadline: 
15th 

November 


Personal 


BROKEN RITES 

Support group for divorced 
and separated clergy wives 
Contact 0114 268 2980 
or 020 8943 4688 
Website 

zuzuzv. brokenrites. org 


Sound & Visual 


HILLTOP 

AUDIO 

SUPPLIES 

• Sound reinforcement 

• Induction loops 

• Video/data projection 

• Nationwide installation 

Tel: 0115 927 8291 

Email: 

info@hilltopaudio.co.uk 

Web: 

www.hilltopaudio.co.uk 

Unit 2 Broxtowe Park 
Business Centre, 
Calverton Drive, Streley, 
Nottingham NG8 6QP 


Reach over 
60,000 
families 
with an 
advert on 
this page 


Therapy & 
Rehabilitation 


Life for the World 

Trust 

(Established 1967) We train 
churches to help those having 
drug and alcohol problems. 
From a half day’s drug awareness 
seminar to a university validated 
certificate. 

01225-426-265 or 
www.lftw.org 


BACK NUMBERS 

of this newspaper are usually 
available for a number of 
months after publication. 
Ring our subscription manager 
020 7417 5813 


ifgland 

w NEWSPAPER 

ARCHIVES 

If you need to research 
back issues of this 
newspaper a complete set of 
bound volumes from 1953 
onwards is maintained at 
Fulham Reference Library 
598 Fulham Road 
London SW6 



Tours & 
Pilgrimages 


HOLY LAND TOURS 
NOVEMBER 2006 
Or let us plan 
one for you. 

Call Mark on 

0871 6660 262 

mark@mibtravel.co.uk 

MIB TRAVEL IS A RETAIL 
AGENT OF ATOL 2893 


UK Holidays 
Self Catering 
& Caravans 



The Resources 
Page 

appears in THREE 
newspapers- 
The Church of 
England Newspaper 
The Door 
The Link 
60 , 000 + copies 
For a quote, or to 
book an ad in the next 
issue, please contact 
our advertising team 
on 020 7417 5800 
or email: 

ads@churchnewspaper.com 


Holidays 

Abroad 



TRAVEL INSURANCE 

Arranged for The Door Readers 
ANNUAL TRAVEL INSURANCE 


From only £89.95 per couple in Europe 
From only £129.95 per couple Worldwide 
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World Church 


Transforming lives in Latin America 


An estimated 40 million children live in poverty on the streets and rubbish dumps of Latin 
America, yet how often do we hear about their plight in the media? Angela Murray of 
Amersham-based Christian charity Toybox talked to Sally Jarman about her work and how it 
has strengthened her faith in God, despite the suffering she sees. 

In her book, Angela 
writes: 'It is easy to 
look at a picture of a 
street child and to feel 
sorry for them for a 
moment, but then con- 
tinue on with your life. 
It is quite something 
else to actually see 
where they live and to 



Street children in Guatemala 


photo Toybox 


'LIFE has been bad for me... If I could change 
the world, I would change poverty - so that all 
of those who don't have a home would have 
one. I would change enemies for friendship.' 
Says 14-year-old Maicol of Guatemala. 

Maicol is one of an estimated 40 million 
children living on the streets and rubbish 
dumps of Latin America. It's a figure, admits 
Angela Murray of Amersham-based charity, 
Toybox, that can never be confirmed because 
of the transient and dangerous lives these 
youngsters lead as the dregs of their society. 


Known often as the 'disposibles 
[sic] 1 , these children live by their 
wits, stealing and scavenging, sleep- 
ing rough and in danger of assault. 


Known often as the 'disposibles', these chil- 
dren live by their wits, stealing and scaveng- 
ing, sleeping rough and in danger of assault. 
Many turn to prostitution to survive. 

In her newly launched book, 'Through the 
eyes of a Street Child', Angela shares her 
experiences of aid work in Guatemala, and 
lets the children - so used to being abused and 
unheard - speak for themselves of their lives 
and their hope for the future. 

We might be horrified by her descriptions of 
rubbish dump life, where tourists are provid- 
ed with a 'viewing area' to watch. But 
Maicol 's story and his amazing courage and 
hope, is inspirational, and typical of the 
resilient hope in these poorest of God's chil- 
dren. 

Back in Amersham at the moment, Angela 
tells me that her work with Toybox began 


only as a gap year interlude in 1999, after fin- 
ishing a degree in psychology. The placement 
was to spend four months in Guatemala then 
back home to visit churches, schools and 
youth groups, raising awareness of the street 
children's plight. 

Seven years on, she says she knew by the 
end of those first few months that she could- 
n't just return to her normal life and career 
plans. 

She has been back to Guatemala a number 
of times and, after a time with the Consortium 
for Street Children, is now Toybox's 
Advocacy Co-ordinator, responsible for rais- 
ing awareness both nationally and interna- 
tionally to effect change. 

Given the scale of the problem it is interest- 
ing, she says, that when she has given talks in 
this country the general reaction of people has 
been shock - not just at the situation, but that 
they didn't know about it. 

'Everyone knows about Hurricane Katrina 
which hit New Orleans, but mention 
Hurricane Stan in Guatemala and you often 
draw a blank. Yet it wiped out whole towns 
and communities and caused utter devasta- 
tion.' 

Christian charity Toybox has been working 
with street children for 15 years now, having 
been founded as a response to the injustices 
they face. It works with indigenous organisa- 
tions to help offer a better future for their 
young. It supports homes, day centres which 
act as a stepping stone between street and 
homes, and ventures such as the Independent 
Life Programme helping older children find 
jobs and flats. Volunteers also go out onto the 
streets each day to befriend the children and 
make them aware of available help. 


keep seeing them every day...' 

She says the children, staff and people of 
Latin America 'have literally changed my 
world' and inspired her to focus on changing 
things for the better. 

But, as a Christian, did the harsh injustice 
so evident in Guatemala test her faith? 

She says: 'I think it was one of those situa- 
tions that tested and strengthened my faith at 
the same time. I wanted to ask God to make it 
better. Suffering is such a difficult thing to wit- 
ness and deal with and I read around it a lot 


'I wanted to ask God to make it bet- 
ter. Suffering is such a difficult 
thing to witness and deal with 


to try and understand. 

'But it was the people themselves who 
strengthened my faith. In Guatemala it is 
quite normal to be a Christian and I saw that 
these people were so grateful for anything 
they had. They valued people so much more 
than we do in our society. And I saw the 
transformation that God, through organisa- 
tions such as Toybox, could bring to young 
lives. 


'It was such an example of faith in action 
that it challenged and encouraged me. It 
changed my perspective and I consciously try 
to retain that when I get home and everything 
is plentiful again. 

Angela says she has been hugely blessed, 
challenged and inspired by her contact with 
the children and young people of Latin 
America. She hopes that the stories of those 
highlighted in the book will challenge us all to 
consider the ways in which we live and gently 
nudge us to think about how we need to 
respond, by supporting or joining those who 
actively seek change at international level and 
on the ground, and also by considering how 
our everyday actions and choices impact on 
the world around us. 

She concludes: 'Our God is living and active 
in our world and these stories of hope cause 
us to worship Him more.' 

Through the eyes of a Street Child is published 
by Monarch Books and is priced £7.99. 

For more information about Toybox, Angela's 
book, or the charity's Christmas gift catalogue, 
write to Toybox, PO Box 660, Amersham, Bucks, ^ 
HP6 5YT, email info@toybox.org, or visit 
www.toybox.org 


(Recipe j Pork and Apple Casserole 

by our cookery writer Ann Way 


Casseroles are very comforting food when the cold weather 
sets in. If you have been working hard in the garden clearing 
all those dead and dying plants, or helping clear up the 
churchyard, or maybe having a firework party for the chil- 
dren, a casserole provides a very nice, tasty meal to come in 
to. 


Ingredients 

1 1/2 lb of pork fillet or pork steaks 

2 cooking apples 

1 large cup of apple juice 
1 tbsp of cheap brandy (or ginger ale) 

1 full tsp of Dijon mustard 

2 tbsp of olive oil 

1 garlic clove, crushed (optional) 

2 mediums onions 

3/4 pint of chicken stock 
1/2 lemon, squeezed 
1 tsp of honey 
1 level tbsp of cornflour 
pepper and salt to taste 

Method 

Slice the onions thinly. Chop up the apples (having cored and 
peeled them first) into cubes. Cube the pork into even sized 
chunks. 


Fry the meat in a tablespoon of the oil with the garlic - if using 
it, until lightly browned. 

Add the mustard and the shredded sage leaves, stir and then 
blend in the brandy or ginger ale. 

Remove this to a casserole dish. 

Place the second tablespoonful of oil in the frying pan and fry 
the onions and apple cubes until lightly coloured. Add these 
to the casserole and deglaze the remaining browned oil and 
juices with a little of the apple juice. Stir the chicken stock 
into the meat mixture. 

Blend cornflour with the rest of the apple juice and mix into 
the casserole contents. 

Place the casserole in the oven with a close fitting lid and cook 
for about 1 hour at 160-170C or gas mark 3-4 or 375F. Check 
the meat is tender and serve with boiled or mashed potatoes, 
broccoli or green beans. 



Door Competitions 


Thank you for all your entries 
to our competitions, many of 
which had a very large 
response. 

Harvest supper box 

A box of harvest vegetables for 
a parish harvest supper goes to 
Marcelle Williams of 
Wokingham who correctly 
identified that the Kingdom of 
Heaven is like a mustard seed 
because 'Though it is the 
smallest of all your seeds, 
when it grows, it is the largest 
of garden plants and becomes 
a tree, so that the birds of the 
air come and perch in its 
branches.' Matthew 13:31 
The vegetables were kindly 
donated by The Organic Farm 
Shop, Holdshott Farm, 

Heckfield, on the 
Berkshire/Hampshire border. 

Time to Pray book 

Congratulations to the follow- 
ing people who have received 
their free copy: 


Katherine Petty of 

Deddington, Banbury; Hazel 
Kasey of Amersham; Sylvia 
Purkis of Caversham; Mike 
Halis of Henley on Thames; 
Ellie Bensted of Fyfield, near 
Abingdon 

Foundations21 DVD 

Thanks to all who wrote in for 
a free copy of the Adrian Plass 
DVD. These should be arriving 
with you from BRF. 

Better than 
Halloween book 

Congratulations to Miss B 
Bridges of Calvert, 
Buckinghamshire, Mrs G 
Haworth of Dorchester-on- 
Thames, Oxfordshire, and Mrs 
A Beer of Old Windsor, 
Berkshire, who all receive a 
copy of Better than Halloween. 

Time to Pray and Better than 
Halloween are available from 
your local Christian bookshop. 
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The challenge for the Church 


Hugh Boulter is Chair of the Oxford Diocesan Committee for 
Inter-faith Concerns. Here he considers three books which, in dif- 
ferent ways, deal with how Christians might respond to people of 
other faiths, and in particular Muslims. 

Conviction and Conflict: Islam, Christianity 
and World Order ( Continuum , £14.99) is 
based on the Scott Holland lectures which 
Bishop Michael Nazir-Ali gave in Oxford. It is 
a useful summary of the history of relations 
between Christians and Muslims and draws 
on Nazir-Ali's particular knowledge of 
Pakistan. 

His approach to dialogue is less clear. He 
suggests that the classic definition of dialogue, ’arguments for 
the sake of reaching the truth', no longer holds good, but 
accepts that there is still merit in explaining one's own faith 
position and in listening to others. He gives examples of dia- 
logue in which he has been involved and issues he considers 
ought to be discussed. 

He mentions his own involvement in leading a team of 
Anglican theologians in dialogue with Al-Azhar, the Sunni seat 
of learning in Cairo, and discusses dialogue over political 
issues such as the role of democracy, human rights, responses 
to the 'just war' theory, and the relationship between faith 
communities and secular society. What Nazir-Ali does not 
address is how and why Christians and other people of faith 
should engage in dialogue at the local level. 

By contrast, in Celebrating Difference, 

Staying Faithful: How to Live in a Multi- 
Faith World (DLT, £12.95), Andrew Wingate 
addresses the key issues which face individual 
Christians as they encounter people of other 
faiths. How do we engage in dialogue and 
what are we seeking to achieve? How do we 
handle conversions and inter-faith marriages? 

What about shared worship? How do we see 
the uniqueness of Christ in relation to those 
of other faiths? 


Wingate does not duck the difficult issues and draws on his 
own wide experience to give examples of how he and others 
have responded. He is also open in showing how different 
Christian traditions have responded. 

He contrasts a 'hard' and 'soft' approach to help people 
gauge where they stand. The 'hard' approach emphasises 
uniqueness, conversion, the necessity of either/or, human 
depravity, forgiveness, salvation, Jesus as Lord. A 'soft' 
approach places the emphasis on openness, diversity, 
both/and, the image of God, empowering and creating, God 
within, Jesus as friend. Most of us probably fall between the 
two extremes. 

Islam: the Challenge to the Church (Isaac 
Publishing , £5.99). 

Patrick Sookhdeo clearly falls into Wingate's 
'hard' category tending to see things in terms 
of black and white or either/or. His sweeping 
generalisations sometimes lead him into 
internal inconsistencies. On the same page 
he writes, 'Islam is basically totalitarian in 
nature,' then, 'Islam is multi-faceted in a 
way that is unlike any other religion,' but fails to explore the 
apparent contradiction. 

Similarly he writes about his early childhood as a Muslim in 
Guyana where people of different faiths lived happily togeth- 
er, and contrasts this with Islamic hostility he experiences as a 
Christian in Britain today. He does not explain, although one 
suspects that it underlies his deep suspicion of engaging with 
Muslims in Britain. He is wary of accepting hospitality from 
them, suspicious of dialogue and reluctant to take part in 
inter-faith projects. Yet he recommends befriending Muslims 
in order to convert them. 

Underlying these approaches is a differing view of the the- 
ology of love. A Hindu friend of the late Roger Hooker once 
asked him; 'Do you love me because you want to convert me, 
or do you want to convert me because you love me?' 
Addressing this question may help us to decide where we 
stand on the hard/soft scale. 
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Recruitment 


Peace and Serenity 

THIS 13 track CD appears to be a compilation of earlier 
recordings by the St Thomas music group in Sevenoaks, 
under the direction of Margaret Rizza. I have to admit to not 
being a huge choral music fan, but I have found my two vis- 
its to the community in Taize moving and profound experi- 
ences and continue to find the simplicity of Taize worship a 
great source of strength and encouragement. 

Setting my prejudices of choral music aside, does it “do 
what is says on the tin”? Some of the music arrangements to 
accompany the singers are wonderful and uplifting. Where 
the music as a whole stays within the style and spirit of Taize, 
as in Bead, I did feel drawn into worship and reflection, but 
when it moves into a more traditional choral approach, as in 
Gloria, I am left feeling a little distant and remote from what 
I think is intended to be a participative activity. Also some of 
the music selected is far from peaceful and serene, with some- 
times an over use of trumpets as in Bless and Lord, and in 
Cantate Domino which grows in volume to a full throated 
rousing song of praise. This wouldn't be a problem if 
“inspiring” had been included in the title! 

If the intention was that the music should offer more than 
a passive experience, I think the sleeve notes would have ben- 
efited from perhaps some themes for prayers, or guidance on 
how to use silence in between the music. Within the record- 
ings themselves, more use of a cantor might have brought a 
different way into prayer. Described as “over an hour of 
reflection, contemplation, peace and serenity”, I am left not 
sure who this CD is aimed at. Is it for people in church who 
like this mix of Taize and choral music or is it aimed at a 
more mainstream market of those in search for “spirituality” 
and reflected in CD stands in garden centres? 

Andrew Anderson-Gear is Parish Development Adviser for the 
Buckingham Archdeaconry and a member of Emmanuel Church, 
Bicester 

TAIZE: CHANT FOR PEACE 
AND SERE NTIY 

MA R GA R E T .RIZZA 
UCJ 
£12.99 



Family and Children's Worker 

We are looking for a person to work with families 
and children at St John's, Newbury. This person 
would: 

• be involved in children's groups. 

• help provide pastoral care and training for all 
who are involved in children's work. 

• extend the range of children's activities at 
St John's. 

• work with the PCC and the rest of the church 
and congregation of St John's. 

• be someone who has experience of working 
with and leading children's groups. 

• be someone who can work with and inspire 
adult volunteers. 

• be someone who is a good communicator of 
the Christian faith. 

• be someone who is a prayerful, committed 
Christian. 

The post is half-time. 

If you are interested please contact 

Fr Bernard Dagnall on 01635 230216 
or dagnall(g)boltblue.com 


Christian charity seeks part-time 
Accounting Assistant 
(40 hours per MONTH). 
Accounts payroll software and 
spreadsheet experience required. 

Write: Life for the World Trust, 
Micklefield Christian Centre, 
Buckingham Drive, 

High Wycombe, HP13 7YB 
or email: wycombe@lftw.org 


MORNING NURSERY 
ASSISTANT 

Emmanuel Christian School, Oxford 

is currently seeking a qualified 
Nursery Assistant to work in its morning 
Nursery class 5 days a week. 

For more information please phone 
Mrs Adam on: 

01865 395236 


ABINGDON BAPTIST CHURCH, OXFORDSHIRE 

is seeking to appoint a full-time 

COMMUNITY MISSI0NER 

to support the church in its mission work in the local 
community and to help us become a missionary 
congregation in our thinking and actions. 

Have you a passion for mission? 

Are you a mature Christian who relates well to people? 
Are you adaptable and motivated? 

Have you the ability to listen as well as talk? 

This 3 year appointment includes accommodation, pension 
and salary based on the Baptist Union of Great Britain 
recommended stipend level. 

Send for information pack to: The Secretary (CM06), 
Abingdon Baptist Church, 35 Ock Street, Abingdon, 0X14 5AG 

E-mail: secretary@abingdonbaptist.org.uk, 
with (CM06) in the subject line. 

Closing date for applications: Friday 8th December 2006 
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The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is 
designed to be hung on church noticeboards. Please send your events to 
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NOVEMBER 

Fri 3 OXFORD ‘The Windsor 
Report: a way forward for the 
Anglican Communion?’ Unicom 
Ecumenical Discussion Group, 
House of St Gregory & St 
Macrina, Canterbury Rd, l-2pm. 
01865 724843. 

Sat 4 WOKINGHAM St Paul with 
St Nicholas annual Parish Bazaar 
12 pm-3.30pm Parish Rooms, 
Reading Rd. 0118 979 5351. 

Sat 4 UPPER BUCKLEBURY 
‘How to make your church more 
inclusive to adults with learning 
disabilities’, Causeway Prospects 
Ministry training, All Saints’ 
Church, 9.45am-4.30pm. Book- 
ings 0118 951 6979. 

Mon 6 READING Berkshire 
Vocations Fellowship ‘A Sector 
Ministry: school chaplaincy’, St 
Nicolas Church, Earley 8pm. 
01865 208291. 

Wed 8 READING Reading 
Minster Midweek Choir Choral 
Evensong 6.15pm The Minster. 
Thu 9 CHURCH HANBOR- 
OUGH Illustrated talk ‘The 
Churches of Oxfordshire’ St Peter 
& St Paul Church 6.30pm. Tickets 
01993 882336. 

Thu 9 OXFORD Diocesan heat of 
Cranmer Award competition for 
11-1 8s, 3.30pm St Edward’s 
School. 01494 813045. 

Sat 11 ABINGDON Traidcraft 
Christmas Crafts Sale St Nicholas’ 
Church lOam-lpm. 


Sat 11 STOWE Stowe Church 
Christmas Bazaar 2-6pm Stowe 
School Main Building. 01296 
712421. 

Sat 11 SONNING Reading Male 
Voice Choir Concert, St Andrew’s 
Church 7.30pm. Tickets 07818 
400440. 

Sat 11 OXFORD Cod & the 

Art of Seeing: visual resources for 
the journey of faith’, Spiritual 
Direction Network training, 
Diocesan Church House 10.30am 
-4pm (bring lunch). Bookings 
01865 208288. 

Sun 12 OXFORD Meditation 
Service ‘Images of Christ: The 
Poet’s Christ’, St Matthew’s 
Church, Marlborough Rd, 
6.30pm. 01865 790180. 

Sun 12 COOKHAM Choral 
Evensong Eucharist for Remem- 
brance Sunday Holy Trinity 
Church 6.30pm. 

Wed 15 SLOUGH Churches 
Together in Slough Area: Dinner 
with discussion ‘What now for 
asylum seekers?’ 7 for 7.30pm, 
Salvation Army Community 
Centre, Stoke Rd. Book by 1 1 Nov, 
01753 523005. 

Thu 1 6 OXFORD ‘The Ten Com- 
mandments: medieval views and 
modern relevance’. Council of 
Christians & Jews, Friends’ 
Meeting House, St Giles’ 8pm. 
01865 762959. 

Thu 16-Sat 18 MILTON 
KEYNES Fair Trade Craft Sale, 
the Gallery, Stantonbury Campus 
10am-4pm. 01908 567436. 

Fri 17 OXFORD ‘Exclusion & 


Embrace: a journey towards recon- 
cilation’. Unicorn Ecumenical 
Discussion Group, House of St 
Gregory & St Macrina, Canter- 
bury Rd, l-2pm. 01865 724843. 
Sat 18 READING Christian 
Healing 8c Teaching Day, St 
Catherine of Siena Church, Tilehurst 
10am-4pm. 0118 947 5293. 

Sat 18 READING Reading Bach 
Choir 16th-century music in cele- 
bration of St Peter, St Giles’ 
Church, Southampton St, 7.30pm. 
Tickets 0118 947 0140. 

Sat 18 OXFORD Religious Drama 
Society of Great Britian rehearsed 
play-reading St Clement’s Family 
Centre 1.45pm. 01865 245509. 

Sat 18-Sun 19 DORCHESTER 
on Thames Painting Country 
Churches, Dorchester Abbey, Sat 
10-5, Sun 2-5 pm. Bookings 01865 
340633. 

Sun 19 HENLEY African 
Children’s Choir 7pm Christ Church 
Centre, Reading Rd. Tickets 01491 
413595 or 577773. 

Sun 19 MILTON KEYNES 
Beethoven Missa Solemnis (MK 
Chorale), Milton Keynes Theatre. 
7.30pm. Tickets 07719 222820. 
Wed 22 READING Reading 
Minster Midweek Choir Choral 
Evensong 6.15pm The Minster 
Thu 23 OXFORD Retired Clergy 
Association Talk on Plate in 
Cathedral Treasury 10.15 for 
10.30am; lunch. 01865 883805. 
Thu 23 SUTTON COURTENAY 
Log Fire Evening at The Abbey: 
‘Jesus & Krishna’. 01235 847401. 


Fri 24 FINGEST Healing Service 
with laying on of hands and 
anointing at Holy Communion 
10.15am 

Fri 24 OXFORD Prisons Week 
Service, Blessed Dominic Barberi 
Church, Littlemore 7.30pm. (Oxford 
&c Bicester Prison Fellowship). 

Fri 24-Sat 25. TILEHURST 
Christmas Market, St Mary Mag- 
dalen Hall, Rodway Rd, Fri. 7.30pm, 
Sat 2.30pm. 0118 942 7850. 

Sat 25 OXFORD Oxford 
Christian Institute for Counselling 
2006 Conference: ‘Mindfulness 
Meditation: seeing the patterns of 
the mind’, Friends’ Meeting 
House, St Giles’. 01865 308888. 
Sat 25 APPLETON Church 
Bazaar; Village Hall 2-4pm. 01865 
862434. 

Sat 25 OLNEY Presentation on 
life of William Cowpei; 7.30pm 
parish church. Tickets 01234 
711516 or on door. 

Sat 25 DIDCOT All Saints’ 
Church Advent Fair; Civic Hall 
llam-2pm. 

Sat 25 WOUGHTON on the 
GREEN Christmas Fayre, St 
Mary’s Church 4pm. 01908 
665113. 

Sun 26 LETCOMBE BASSETT 

Christmas Market llan'Mlpm in 
village’s historic buildings. 01235 
762390. 

TUe 28 COOKHAM Service to 
dedicate new bells (Bishop 
Stephen), Holy Trinity Church 
7.30pm. 01628 526415. 


DECEMBER 

Fri 1 HIGH WYCOMBE Grand 
Advent Craft Fair, All Saints 
church, 10am-2pm. 

Fri 1 HAMBLEDEN Handel’s 
Messiah Church of St Mary the 
Virgin 7.30pm. 01491 571588. 

Fri 1 STANTON ST JOHN 
Oxford Christian Institute for 
Counselling Advent Quiet Day: 
‘The Hiddenness of God’ Stanton 
House. 01865 308889. 

Sat 2 KIDLINGTON Christmas 
Fair Trade Fair, Exeter Hall 
10am-4pm. 

Sat 2 HEMPTON Christmas 
Bazaar St John’s Church 
llam-2pm. 01869 338739. 

Sun 3 COOKHAM Carol Service 
for Advent Holy Trinity Church 
6.30pm. 

Sat 16, Sun 17 SONNING 
COMMON Christmas Cornucopia 
(South Chiltem Choral Society), 
Respighi, Laud to the Nativity , car- 
ols and songs, Chiltern Edge 
School, Reades Lane, Sat 7.30pm, 
Sun 2.30pm. Tickets 0118 934 
5746. 


Please include a contact 
phone number or email 
address with your 
Doorpost entries. 

More events on our website 
www.oxfford.anglican.org. 


BBC RADIO OXFORD 95.2 
BBC RADIO BERKSHIRE 
104.1 

Enjoy your Sunday 
Breakfast 
Sundays 6-9 am 


Notice 

Christmas at Christ Church 
Cathedral 

This year the Cathedral is chang- 
ing the way it allocates seats for the 
Carol Services on 23 December 
(7.30pm) and 24 December (3pm). 
Most of the seats will not be tick- 
eted. A much reduced block of 
tickets will be available to invited 
constituencies on a first-come-first- 
served basis; those who do not 
receive tickets in advance will be 
able to queue for seats before the 
service. At each service there will 
be 67 unallocated seats in the cen- 
tral aisle; the rest will be in the 
outer area. ^ 

On 23 December at 4pm there 
will be a Candlelit Crib Service for 
families and children to mark the 
start of the Christmas celebrations. 


Services at Christ 
Church Cathedral 

Sundays: 8am Holy 
Communion; 10am Matins 
(coffee in Priory Room); 
11.15am Sung Eucharist; 
6pm Evensong 
Weekdays: 7.15am Matins; 
7.35am Holy Communion; 
1-1. 10pm Praying at One 
(Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays Fridays); 

1pm (Wednesdays) Holy 
Communion; 6pm Evensong 
(Thursdays Sung Eucharist 
6pm); 

Wednesdays only 1 .05pm 
Holy Communion 

Cathedral office: 01665 
276155, www.chch.ox.ac.uk 


November Prayer Diary 


‘Lift up your hands to the holy 
place, and bless the Lord!’ Psalm 
134:2 

Let us pray to God our Father; 
through Jesus Christ his Son, in the 
power of the Holy Spirit: 

Wed 1 All Saints’ Day As we 

give thanks for the lives of faith 
lived before, and with, us we pray 
for all who enable and support the 
Christian journey, especially in 
prayer; those who produce parish 
prayer guides, this diocesan prayer 
diary, the Anglican Cycle of Prayer; 
and who provide places of retreat, 
reflection and time for listening - 
religious communities, members of 
the Quiet Garden movement, soul 
friends, spiritual directors, trained 
listeners. 

Thu 2 All Souls’ Day All who 

care for the dying and bereaved; 
who enable others to live with, 
rather than die from, disease; who 
respond to the needs of relatives 
and friends following sudden 
death. Those who have ministered 
in times of violent death during the 
past year and pastoral teams in all 
parishes with their continuing min- 
istry of sensitivity and care for 
those who mourn. 

Fri 3 Bracknell Deanery. The 
implementation of the Deanery 
Mission Plan; revision of parish 
share allocation; conference on 
youth ministry; the process of 
appointing a new vicar for All 
Saints’ Ascot Heath; clergy soon to 
retire from full-time paid ministry; 


engagement with the regeneration 
and development of Bracknell 
town and the surrounding areas. 
Area dean - Nick Parish; synod lay 
chairman - Maureen Beadsley; 
industrial chaplain - Nick Parish; 
deanery ecumenical representative 
- Catherine Blundell. 

Sat 4 Bracknell Team Ministry: 
clergy - David Osborn, Catherine 
Blundell, Andrew Frearson, Mark 
Ackford, Margaret Clarke; 
licensed lay minister - David 
Blundell; Church Army - Sister 
Jenny Colby. 

Sun 5 Fourth Sunday before 
Advent Those resident in the dio- 
cese who are politicians working in 
European, national and local gov- 
ernment, and those serving in the 
House of Lords. 

Mon 6 Ascot Heath: clergy - 
Alison Cooper, Gill Wiggins. 
Binfield: clergy - Bill Meyer, 
Margaret Thirlwell; licensed lay 
minister - Elizabeth Harland. 

Ttie 7 Easthampstead: clergy - 
Peter Bestley, Guy Cole. South 
Ascot: clergy - Sebastian Jones, 
Susan Jones; licensed lay minister - 
Mary Nichols. 

Wed 8 Sunningdale: clergy - 
David Uffindell, Stephen Johnson. 
Thu 9 Sunninghill: clergy - Kerry 
Ramsay: licensed lay ministers - 
Carol Neilson, Raymond Whitney. 
Fri 10 Warfield: clergy - Brian 
Meardon, Ben Beecroft, Chris 
Beecroft; youth workers - Amy 
Forrest, Trevor Meardon; lay pas- 
tors - Chris Hill, Trevor Meardon, 
Fred Slack, Michael Summers; 


licensed lay ministers - Dave 
Cappleman, Michael Hayward, 
Chris Hill, Michael Summers. 

Sat 11 Winkfield with Cran- 
boume: clergy - Richard Neill, Ian 
James. Winkfield: licensed lay min- 
ister - Mary Knight. Cranbourne: 
licensed lay ministers - Stuart Agei; 
Jacki Thomas, Mike Thomas. 

Sun 12 Third Sunday before 
Advent As we stand in respect of 
those whose lives were taken in 
wai; may we hear God’s call to live 
as peacemakers under his sover- 
eignty. Military chaplains: Army - 
Stephan van Os, Brian Elliott, 
Philip Bosher; RAF - chaplains at 
High Wycombe, Aylesbury, 
Wallingford and Brize Norton. 
Those caring for the injured in con- 
flicts and the welfare of their fami- 
lies; the British Legion and other 
support organisations. 

Mon 13 Bicester and Islip 
Deanery. The pastoral reorganisa- 
tion and development of 
benefices. Ministry in rural areas. 
Area dean - Paul Hunt; synod lay 
chairman - Martyn Simmons; 
deanery ecumenical representative 
- K. Stoddard. 

TUe 14 Bicester Area Team 
Ministry: clergy - Philip Ball, 
David Bouskill, Margaret Mullins, 
Christopher Boyce, Rachel 
Webbley, Robert Atkins, Richard 
Marshall; licensed lay minister - 
Colin Cockshaw. Emmanuel 
Church Bicester Conventional 
District: clergy - Christopher 
Boyce. 

Wed 15 Akeman: clergy - Derek 


Walker, David Kaboleh; licensed 
lay ministers - Grant Lee, Michael 
Nunn, Elizabeth Taylor. 

Thu 16 Cherwell Valley: clergy - 
Paul Hunt, Heather Parbury; 
Church Army - Ian Biscoe. The 
Ray Valley: clergy - Mary Carney, 
Anand Raj, David Wippell, 
Andrew Rycraft, C. Poynting, 
Richard Marshall; licensed lay 
minister - Gillian Davis. 

Fri 1 7 Rousham: clergy - Richard 
Smail. Fritwell with Souldem and 
Ardley with Fewcott: clergy - Paul 
Hunt, Martin Hathaway. 

Sat 18 Shelswell: clergy - Ricky 
Yates, Kathy Ferguson, Doreen 
White, Michael White; licensed lay 
minister - Penny Wood. 

Sun 19 Second Sunday 
before Advent Prisons’ 
Week. Officers, staff, volunteers 
and prisoners at Aylesbury 
HMYOI, Bullingdon Community 
Prison, Huntercombe HMYOI, 
Reading HMP and YDI, HMP 
Grendon and HMP Springhill, 
Woodhill Prison. The Prison 
Service Chaplains especially Jo 
Williams, Tim Edge, Ian Thacker, 
David Little, Keith Salter. 
Ecumenical teamwork of prison 
chaplains. Initiatives to share the 
gospel in prison and provide sup- 
portive homes when men and 
women rejoin the community. 
Those providing opportunities for 
rehabilitation. Prison Fellowship 
and its ministry to prisoners, their 
families and ex-prisoners. Those 
who support the victims of crime. 
<www.prisonsweek.org>. 


Mon 20 Amersham Deanery. 
Give thanks for a deanery blessed 
by resources of people and finance 
and pray for wisdom to use them 
well. New clergy - Gaenor Hockey 
(Seer Green), James Leach, 
Director of Training, Alice 
Monaghan, curate Gerrards 
Cross); parish of Great Chesham 
seeking a new Team Rector; Penn 
Street with Holmer Green soon to 
have an interregnum; Charles 
Overton (Chalfont St Peter) recov- 
ering from a serious achilles ten- 
don fracture; lay chair - Hilary 
Sheppard; area dean - John 
Wynbume; deanery ecumenical 
representative - Tim Harper; spiri- 
tual discernment for the Pastoral 
Committee; all in leadership that 
they may be given wisdom, 
strength and love. 

Ttie 21 Amersham with Coleshill: 
clergy - Tim Harper, Carolynn 
Croisedale-Appleby; youth worker 

- Marianne Holt; licensed lay min- 
isters - Tun Barnard, Ian Morgan. 
Amersham: clergy - Diana Glover, 
Margaret Hall, Peter Binns. 

Wed 22 Chalfont St Giles: clergy 

- Tim Stacey, Melvyn Bleakley, 
Angela Thompson. 

Thu 23 Beaconsfield Team 
Ministry: clergy - John Wyn- 
bume, Peter Holmes, Clive Rogers, 
Robert Spicer, Richard Caddell; 
youth worker - Rob Hayden; 
licensed lay ministers - Penny 
Kelly, Hazel Chow. 

Fri 24 Chenies and Little 
Chalfont, Latimer and Fla unden: 
clergy - David Allsop, Michael 


Payne; licensed lay minister - 
Patricia Ansell; Church Army - 
Phil Baul; children’s and families’ 
worker - Ruth Ansell. 

Sat 25 Chalfont St Peter: clergy - 
Charles Overton, Wendy Graham. 
Sun 26 Christ the King Back 
to Church Sunday Chesham 
Bois: clergy - Huw Davies, Derek 
Butler Christopher Clare; licensed 
lay ministers - Sue Dogget, Jackie 
Lambert, Gary Noyes, David 
Talks, Ron Wilcox; youth worker 

- Matt Levett; children’s worker - 
Peach Berry. Denham: clergy - 
Adrian Hirst; licensed lay minister 

- Joyce Tearall. 

Mon 27 Gerrards Cross and 
Fulmer: clergy - Paul Williams, 
Martin Williams, James Leach, 
Meyrick Beebee, Alice Monaghan; 
licensed lay ministers - Jim 
Armstrong, John Hedley, Tony 
Jefferis; lay worker - Christoph 
Lindner; children’s worker - Edda 
Lindner; youth worker - Shawn 
Swinney. 

TUe 28 Great Chesham Team 
Ministry: clergy - Rebecca Harris, 
John Shepherd, Phil Chadder; 
licensed lay ministers - Jean 
Corfield, Beryl Pearn, Don 
Sanderson, Averil Stephenson. 

Wed 29 Penn and Tylers Green: 
clergy - Michael Bisset, Alison 
Caw; licensed lay minister - Beth 
Wili, David Carter: 

Thu 30 Andrew the Apostle 
Penn Street: clergy - Matt Boyes, 
Cathy Smith. Seer Green and 
Jordans: clergy - Gaenor Hockey. 

* 
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YOlJTn VIEW 

One Youth Worker describes his passion for the rural church 


I consider myself to be quite 
privileged. I have a passion for 
the rural church and to see 
quality youth work happening 
there. The privilege comes 
from being able to do youth 
work full-time in a rural situa- 
tion. 

One of the big frustrations for me over 
the last 10-15 years has been the church's 
tendency to focus on Urban Priority Areas! 
Not that there is anything wrong with this 
focus but it has been quite exclusive. I am 
very aware that there are also huge areas of 
deprivation both financially and in terms of 
available facilities throughout rural Britain. 

My work takes me around many villages 
in the deanery of the Vale of the White 
Horse and regularly into five of them. 

Many of these villages have no youth 
work/venue/available leaders, so part of my 
job is the Cyber Bus, a converted double 
'decker that is now a mobile drop-in youth 
centre. The bus visits five villages on a fort- 
nightly basis plus the local secondary 
school each week. During our busiest time 
of year I can be seeing around 300 young 
people every fortnight and, for many of 
them, the two hours that I spend in their 
village is their only regular activity. 

Although not an overtly evangelistic proj- 
ect we do make it clear that we are 
Christians and often find that we're asked 


questions about what we 
believe and why we do what 
we do. We take time to listen to 
problems and have had oppor- 
tunities to pray both for and 
with some of the young people 
(brave step in front of your 
mates!). 

On the downside is the struggle to keep it 
going, constantly fighting to keep the bus 
running mechanically; driving this huge, 
heavy thing around narrow winding lanes 
with no power steering (it's done wonders 
for my upper body strength); volunteers - 1 
have a great team working with me, but 
always need more helpers. It's very disheart- 
ening having to tell young people you can't 
come this week because you haven't got 
enough people or the bus is broken down 
again (as currently!). 

Please pray for us in this work as you 
pray for the youth work where you are and 
ask how you can support those working 
with the young people in your area. Youth 
work is a privilege wherever we are and 
especially in this rural deanery. 

Simon Faulks is Youth Worker for All Saint's 
Church Faringdon and Vale Christian Youth 
Work. 

See his blog at 

www.notashamed.co.uk/onmebus. 



David pumps up the volume 


Keeping tradition alive 

THE traditional job of hand-pumping the 
church organ at services was mostly con- 
signed to history in the 1930s, with the advent 
of electricity. But at St John the Baptist 
Church in Shottesbrooke Park, Maidenhead, 
one man is still hard at work keeping the con- 
gregation on song in the old-fashioned way. 

David Tubb began pumping the church 
organ at the 14th century church each Sunday 
when he was just 11 years old, and 52 years 
later he’s still there, having seen many organ- 
ists come and go. 

The historic 1904 Walker organ is a rarity 
in itself and still, David says, produces excel- 


Pencilled into the organ's frame 
are the initials of his various prede- 
cessors at the church, dating back 
to the instruments earliest days. 


lent accompaniment to hymns and worship. 
And, although a rebuild in recent years 
means that it can be switched to electric mode 
if necessary, he is usually on hand to power 
the blower manually. 

Is it a difficult art to learn? 

David laughs: ‘Not really. It’s just a long 
piece of elm that needs a strong arm and 
strong back to get it moving. Thankfully I still 
have the strength, though my back isn’t what 
it was.’ 

Pencilled into the organ’s frame are the ini- 
tials of his various predecessors at the church, 
dating back to the instrument’s earliest days. 


at Shottesbrooke Park 



David Tubb Photo Frank Blackwell 


David admits that after so many years of serv- 
ice he has now added his own to the list. 

And when he’s not keeping the music going, 
there are the duties of sidesman to attend to - 
another title David has held since he was a 
teenager. 

Does he ever wish he could just sit in the 
congregation and let someone else do the 
work? 

‘No,’ he says, ‘I like keeping the traditions 
going and preparing the church for the servic- 
es. After doing it for so many years I know 
just how it should be. And, if I sat in the pews 
I’d have to sing, which I’m not so good at!’ 
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Registered Charity No, 1099295 

The Prayer Book Society exists to 
promote the worship and doctrine 
of the Book of Common Prayer. 

Contact 01 18 958 0377 
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or visit www.prayerbocdLwg.uk 
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THOUGHT 
FOR THE 
MONTH 

By David Winter 


‘If for this life only we have hoped in 
Christ, we are of all people most to be 
pitied’ 1 Corinthians 15:19 

I’M constantly surprised at how earth- 
bound and secular much modern religion 
has become - and that includes 
Christianity. It's as though the wheel has 
turned full circle. 

At one time Christians could justifiably 
liave been accused of preaching 'pie in the 
sky when you die', and of ignoring huge 
social, economic and moral questions 
which affect the lives of millions of peo- 
ple. Their principal concern was personal 
salvation, to 'save my soul'. 

Now, in contrast, we are at times equal- 
ly guilty of sounding like a political party, 
offering solutions to this and that interna- 
tional and social question, with never a 
hint that human destiny lies far beyond 
our limits of time and space. No longer 
'pie in the sky' (it's almost as though there 
isn't any!) but just a fair share of the pie 
that's available here and now. 

The coming two months ought to cor- 
rect the balance for church-goers, because 
ahead of us at the end of this month and 
through to the end of the year we are in 
the season of 'ultimate things'. 

Advent demands that we look at life 
here and now from a broader perspective, 
to see history as the unfolding of the great 
purpose of God, to be fulfilled in the com- 
ing kingdom of heaven - the kingdom for 


whose coming we pray every time we say 
the Lord's Prayer. 

The verse at the top of the column is 
part of St Paul's impassioned argument 
for the truth of the resurrection - and not 
just the resurrection of Jesus, but ours, 
too. Because, as he trenchantly puts it, to 
have no hope beyond the meagre span of 
a human life is a pitiable state to be in. It 
was the great psychologist Freud who said 
that it's impossible to live at peace in a 
house which you fear will one day crum- 
ble around your ears. That doesn't prove 
that the Christian doctrine of eternal life is 
true, of course, but it does show why to 
proclaim and live by it is a life-enriching 
experience. 

Advent asks us to look beyond all the 
often dominating concerns of our daily 
lives, both private and public: beyond the 
sadness and disillusions of everyday living, 
beyond the dark clouds of terrorism, reli- 
gious intolerance, injustice and war. It 
asks us to see 'the Lamb upon the throne' 
- the One who conquered by self-sacrifice 
glorified in the 'new Jerusalem' through 
whose ever open doors we shall one day 
enter into the presence of God. 

On November 26th, the last Sunday 
before Advent, we honour 'Christ the 
King' - a king whose kingdom, as he told 
Pontius Pilate, is 'not of this world'. 
Somehow Christians have to hold in ten- 
sion a commitment to changing this 
world, by our acts of love and compas- 
sion, and at the same time to seeking 'the 
things that are above, where Christ is, 
seated at the right hand of God' 
(Colossians 3:1). 

Canon David Winter is former BBC head of religious 
affairs, a broadcaster and author of many books includ- 
ing ‘Making Sense of the Bible’ published by Lion 


Leadcraft 

Stained Glass Studio 
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Traditional leaded lights made and repaired. 
Specialists in reproduction of hand painted and 
decorative glass for windows and doors. 
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3 Malthouse Lane, Reading RG1 7JA 
Tel: 0118 956 8534 Fax: 0118 957 5865 

By appointment only 


% 








